
RAINWATER PLANTER SPECIFICATION AS PER ROYAL
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY:

Planting / gardening advice:
The Rainwater Planter should be treated as any other garden planter would
be. The following is general advice taken from the Royal Horticultural Society
on how best to keep plants in containers or planters outdoors.

Planting:
Almost any type of plant can be grown in a planter. Generally, the bigger the
plant, the easier it is to care for. Soft, fleshy, leafy plants such as tomatoes
and fuchsias are more demanding than ‘leathery’ plants such as geraniums.
Plant in early spring so that plants quickly put out roots and become
established. Autumn and winter planting may lead to losses.

Watering:
In warm weather if there is little rainfall, when growing plants in containers,
watering will be required. Not enough water will cause plants to dry out, and
maybe die.

Re-potting:
Plants may eventually become too large for the planter. The plant will need to
be moved to a bigger container / the ground and the engineered soil refreshed
in the planter.

RAINWATER PLANTER SPECIFICATION (CONT):

Summer care:
Plants in containers need attention all year, but summer is the most critical period as
plants can soon run short of water and nutrients.

Watering:
Check for moisture daily in hot weather. Water thoroughly, filling the container to the
rim and to ensuring that the all the soils are adequately moistened.

Feeding:
From April to the end of August use a general-purpose liquid feed or, preferably, a
high-nitrogen feed
After late summer feeding is usually suspended until mid-spring; however bedding
plants and other short-lived annuals will still benefit from feeding until early autumn

Winter care:
In winter, the main danger is compost freezing, which may kill plants.
Watering is seldom necessary for deciduous or other dormant plants.

General

· All works by the contractor should be carried out in strict
accordance with the 'Health and Safety Act' 
requirements.

· All works to be in accordance with the 'Building 
Regulations 2010' and all relevant British Standard 
Specifications and Codes of Practice.

· All dimensions in millimetres unless otherwise noted
· No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing
· All dimensions and levels shown to be checked on site 

by the contractor.
· Where any dimensions, ground conditions, existing 

structures vary on site, the engineer must be notified 
immediately

· The Contractor is to ensure they are aware of the 
implications of changes which either they or the 
sub-contractor make with regard to the structural 
integrity of the building and the engineer notified of any 
such changes.

· This drawing to be read in conjunction with all relevant 
architectural and engineering services drawings.

· Structural members including slabs, beams, columns 
and walls are designed for their strength and lateral 
stability, assuming that all of these components are 
connected and constructed in their final position.  The 
contractor is responsible for the stability of the building 
structure and excavations during the construction period 
i.e. its temporary state.  All temporary propping must be 
carried down to a firm bearing and be agreed with the 
engineer prior to downtakings.

· The engineer must be notified prior to construction 
loads or temporary loads being applied to complete or 
partially complete structures.

· All materials and proprietary systems to be installed in 
strict accordance with the manufacturer's 
recommendations.

· Structural design based on and drawings to be read in 
conjunction with Architect's drawing numbers

Drainage:

· Sewerage installation works to be carried out in
accordance with " Sewers for Adoption, a design and
construction guide for developers" 7th edition.
100mm, 150mm and 225mm diameter sewers to be
uPVC structured wall gravity sewer pipes with
manufacturers flexible joints and comply with the
relevant provisions of BS 4660 and BS EN 1401-1, BS
EN 1852 AND BS

        EN 12666-1. Thermoplastic chambers and rings shall
        comply  with BS EN 13598-1 and BS EN 13598-2 and
        be kite marked. (stiffness classification sn8)
· Concrete protection to sewers to be in accordance with

the current sewers for adoption specifications and
drawings.

· Disconnecting chambers to be provided on the foul and
surface water drains before connecting to sewers,
chambers to be 450mm dia. non-entry uPVC where
depth to invert is less than 3m.

· House FFL to be verified with architects final layouts and
checked prior to commencement of works.

· Tree planting adjacent to sewers is to be restricted.
· Drainage should be constructed based on the invert

levels provided, invert levels shown are for outlet pipes
only.

· Manhole cover levels should be checked against final
landscaping levels prior to construction.

Sewer Construction and Adoption:

· Sewers should be constructed by competent contractor
and in accordance with sewers for adoption, a design
and construction guide for developers" 7th edition.

· Appropriate notice and a programme of works should
be provided to the local water authority in order to allow
them to programme site audits and testing.

· Once works are completed the line should be de-silted
with "as built" drawings and a CCTV survey of the
works recorded and then submitted prior to application
for completion certificate.

· Local water authority should also carry out joint
inspection of the works with developer or site agent.

· A defects liability period (minimum 12 months)

SUDS Management & Maintenance:

· The Storm water SUDS scheme has been designed
such that maintenance of the SUDs areas is anticipated
to be minimal and only requires ad-hoc inspection and
monitoring rather than a regular inspection period.

Rainwater Planters & Rainwater Gardens
· Maintenance of the rainwater planters and rainwater

garden areas should be inspected routinely
(Daily/Weekly) to remove surface rubbish/debris and to
tend to the plants as required to ensure they remain
healthy with suitable soil coverage.

· Replace plants should they become damaged or die as
required.

Permeable Driveway
· The permeable tarmac driveway does not require

regular maintenance other than ensuring surface
rubbish or debris is removed if present.

Inspection Chambers & Flow Control Devices
· Remove cover and inspect ensuring water is flowing

freely and that the exit route for water is
unobstructed. Remove debris and silt.

· Undertake inspection after leaf fall in Autumn. 

Abbreviations:

FFL    Finished Floor Level
SSL    Structural Slab Level
SOP   Setting Out Point
TYP   Typical
UNO   Unless Noted Otherwise
CA     Contract Administrator
FGL    Finished Ground Level
EL   Existing Level
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Common name

Clustered Bellflower

Scientific name

Campanula glomerata

Habit
Herbaceous
perennial

Sunlight and Aspect Origin

Native
Full sun or partial
shade

Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi
Herbaceous
perennial Native

Full sun or partial
shade

Rainwater Planter Planting Schedule:

PLANTING SPECIFICATION FOR RILL & BASIN
EM8 Meadow Mixture for Wetlands.
Sowing Rates 4g/m²
Reference: Emorgate Seeds
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GENERAL NOTES

Stinking Hellebore Helleborus foetidus
Herbaceous
perennial Native

Full sun or partial
shade
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