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LAND AT PORTHYRHYD, CARMARTHENSHIRE 

Executive Summary 

• DKEcology were commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Assessment on land at 
Porthyrhyd, Carmarthenshire Grid ref: SN5196 1570 to determine the ecological constraints 
and opportunities associated with a proposed housing development on the site. 
 

• The bulk of the site is composed of low ecological value Improved grassland.  The key areas 
of ecological interest are the hedgerows, the damp grassland to the south of the site and the 
stone wall adjacent to the graveyard that runs along the eastern boundary of the site. 
 

• Hedgerow 3 (the roadside hedge) is due to be lost to allow for road widening.  To 
compensate for this loss, it is recommended that a new hedgerow is planted along this 
boundary after the completion of road widening works.  The other existing hedgerows are to 
be retained as part of the scheme and it is recommended that all hedgerows are managed to 
benefit biodiversity and that a 1m buffer strip is put in place alongside all hedgerows. 
 

• It is recommended that shortly before the removal of Hedgerow 3, the hedgerow and the 
area associated with the hedgerow, is subject to a finger-tip search to check for the 
presence of amphibians and reptiles. 
 

• The lighting of the site should be considered, particularly in relation to bats, and the 
hedgerows on site should not be lit by artificial light. 
 

• The area of damp grassland to the south of the site is to be converted to a SUDS basin.  It is 
recommended that this basin is planted up with seeds, and living plants translocated, from 
the existing damp grassland with the species chosen being those listed in the section 5 of 
this report.  It is also recommended that the newly created swale areas are planted up with 
these species too. 

 

• The stone walls associated with the hedgebanks provide possible refugia for reptiles and 
amphibians and it is recommended that these remain intact.  If the wall is to be renovated 
and the existing gaps filled it is recommended that a fingertip search is conducted by a 
suitably qualified ecologist prior to these works to check for the presence of reptiles and 
amphibians and moved to a suitable receptor site if found. 
 

• To allow the movement of hedgehogs in and out of the site any new boundary treatments 
should not be flush to the floor. If this is not possible a series of suitably sized gaps (13cm x 
13cm) should be strategically place intermittently along the new boundary treatment. 
 

• Any tree/shrub clearance; will need to take place outside of the bird breeding season i.e., 
March to August inclusive.  If it is not possible to time the works in accordance with the main 
bird breeding season a nesting bird check should be performed in the 24-hour period prior 
to the works. The nesting bird check should be undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist 
 

• It is recommended that, if works are to be undertaken in the triangular woodland to the west 
of, and adjacent to, the site boundary that variegated yellow archangel is removed prior to 
works.  
 

• Enhancements: It is recommended that a new hedgerow is planted along the northern border 
of the site. It is recommended that the “informal open space” areas are planted up with a 
species-rich meadow mix and managed as a meadow with a cut in late summer thereby 
allowing the colourful flowering plants to flower and set seed prior to cutting/mowing. It is 
recommended that bird boxes are incorporated in the designs of the new build properties.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
    

1.1 DKEcology undertook a preliminary ecological assessment on land on land at Porthyrhyd, 

Carmarthenshire. 

 

1.2 Timing- preliminary ecological assessment: 21/09/2021 

Surveyor – Leander Wolstenholme 

 

1.3 Reasons for survey – to establish the ecology of the site and to identify the habitats and 

species associated with, and near, the site. This information will be used to highlight the 

ecological constraints and opportunities for development on site.  A Preliminary Ecological 

Assessment identifies further detailed surveys that will be required to bring the information 

on the site up to the level required to obtain planning permission. This additional survey 

work may be required to finally fulfil the developer’s obligations in respect of the ecological 

sensitivities on the land and may require application for licences associated with protected 

species e.g., bats and badgers. 

 

Site Location and Brief  

1.4 The site is located at the south-western edge of the village of Porthyrhyd in 

Carmarthenshire.   It lies approximately 11km south-east of the town of Carmarthen, 8km 

north-west of the town of Cross Hands and 14km north of Llanelli.  It is centred on grid 

reference SN5196 1570. 

1.5 A narrow band of housing lies to the east and hedgerow-lined pasture lies to the west and 

beyond the housing.  
 

 
Figure 1: Site Location: 
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Figure 2: Site Location (red arrow)  

 

 
Figure 3: Survey Area (within the red line) 

 

1.6 The survey area is approximately 1.7ha. 
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Background to the activity/development 

1.7 DKEcology were commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Assessment of the site 

to identify any apparent or potential ecological constraints to, or opportunities that would 

arise from, the building of 42 housing units on the site and to provide recommendations, as 

appropriate, to enable compliance with planning policy and wildlife legislation. 

 

Survey Objectives 

1.8 The objectives are: 

• Identify designated nature conservation sites on or within proximity to the Project Site. 

• Identify known records of protected or notable species within proximity to the Project 
Site. 

• Identify and categorise the main habitats and features of ecological interest present 
within the Project Site. 

• Appraise the potential for protected or notable species of fauna and flora. 

• Provide advice on potential ecological constraints and opportunities on or within 
proximity to the Project Site. 

• Identify the requirement for further habitat and species surveys. 

• Make recommendations for requirements to avoid and mitigate ecological impacts as 
well as opportunities for biodiversity enhancements. 

• Provide a map showing the Phase 1 habitats on the Project Site and features of 
ecological interest. 

 

1.9 The purpose of the report is to demonstrate which habitats and species are present on site 

and whether further detailed survey work is necessary in order to understand the full 

ecological impact of any future development on the protected species and the Project Site.
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2.0 PLANNING POLICY AND LEGISLATION  
  
2.1 The following local and national planning policy relating to nature conservation and 

biodiversity are considered of relevance to the current proposal.  

 

2.2 Certain species of animals and plants found in the wild in the UK are legally protected from 

being harmed or disturbed. These species, including all bat species, are listed in the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) or are named as European Protected Species (EPS) in 

the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

 

2.3 There is also legislation that legally protects certain animals - for example, the Protection of 

Badgers Act (1992) protects badgers and their setts, and the Deer Act (1991) places 

restrictions on actions that can be taken against deer species. 

 

Planning Policy Wales and Technical Advice Note 5  

2.4 This document sets out the land use planning policies of the Welsh Assembly Government, with 

Chapter 5 dealing with Conserving and Improving Natural Heritage and the Coast.  The advice 

contained within Planning Policy Wales (PPW) is supplemented for some subjects by Technical 

Advice Notes (TANs). 

 

2.5 TAN 5 (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009) specifically provides advice about how the land use 

planning system should contribute to protecting and enhancing biodiversity and geological 

conservation. The TAN provides advice for local planning authorities on the key principles of 

positive planning for nature conservation; nature conservation and Local Development Plans; 

nature conservation in development management procedures; development affecting 

protected internationally and nationally designated sites and habitats; and development 

affecting protected and priority habitats and species. 

 

2.6 Under Section 2.4 within the TAN 5, ‘when deciding planning applications that may affect nature 

conservation local planning authorities should’: 

• Pay attention to the principles of sustainable development, including respect for 

environmental limits, applying the precautionary principle, using scientific knowledge to 

aid decision making and taking account of the full range of costs and benefits in a long-

term perspective; 

• Contribute to the protection and improvement of the environment, so as to improve the 

quality of life and protect local and global ecosystems, seeking to avoid irreversible 

harmful effects on the natural environment; 

• Promote the conservation and enhancement of statutorily designated areas and 

undeveloped coast; 

• Ensure that appropriate weight is attached to designated sites of international, national 

and local importance; 

• Protect wildlife and natural features in the wider environment, with appropriate weight 

attached to priority habitats and species in Biodiversity Action Plans; 
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• Ensure that all material considerations are taken into account and decisions are 

informed by adequate information about the potential effects of development on nature 

conservation; 

• Ensure that the range and population of protected species is sustained; 

• Adopt a step-wise approach to avoid harm to nature conservation, minimise 

unavoidable harm by mitigation measures, offset residual harm by compensation 

measures and look for new opportunities to enhance nature conservation; where there 

may be significant harmful effects local planning authorities will need to be satisfied that 

any reasonable alternative sites that would result in less or no harm have been fully 

considered; 

 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981  

2.7 The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the primary legislation for England and 

Wales for the protection of flora, fauna and the countryside. Part I within the Act deals with the 

protection of wildlife. 

 

2.8 The provisions relating to animals in the Act only apply to 'wild animals'; these are defined as 

those that are living wild or were living wild before being captured or killed. It does not apply 

to captive bred animals being held in captivity. 

 

2.9 There are 'defences' provided by the legislation. These are cases where acts that would 

otherwise be prohibited by the legislation are permitted. Notably these allow things to happen 

that are reasonable, unpredictable and unavoidable, such as running over a badger on the road. 

 

2.10 Section 13 identifies measures for the protection of wild plants. It prohibits the unauthorised 

intentional uprooting of any wild plant species and forbids any picking, uprooting or destruction 

of plants listed on Schedule 8. It also prohibits the sale, etc, or possession for the purpose of 

sale of any plants on or parts or derivatives of Schedule 8 plants. It provides certain defences, 

e.g. provision to cover incidental actions that are an unavoidable result of an otherwise lawful 

activity.  

 

2.11 Licensing: certain prohibited actions under the Wildlife and Countryside Act may be undertaken 

under licence by the proper authority. For example, scientific study that requires capturing 

protected animals can be allowed by obtaining a licence. Trade in the more widespread species 

is also permitted if licensed. 

 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017  
2.12 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (which are the principal means by 

which the EC Habitats Directive is transposed in England and Wales)) update the legislation 

and consolidate all the many amendments which have been made to the Regulations since 

they were first made in 1994. 

 

2.13 These regulations provide for the designation and protection of domestic and European Sites 

(e.g. Site of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI] and Special Area of Conservation [SAC]) the 

protection of European Protected Species (animals and plants listed in Annex IV Habitats 
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Directive which are resident in the wild in Great Britain) and the adaptation of planning 

controls for the protection of such sites and species. 

 

2.14 Under the regulations, public bodies (including the Local Planning Authority) have a duty in 

exercising their functions to have regard to the EC Habitats Directive. 

 

2.15 Licensing: certain prohibited actions under the Regulations may be undertaken under licence 

by the proper authority. For example, where a European Protected Species (EPS) has been 

identified and the development risks intentionally, recklessly or deliberately affecting an EPS, 

then a ‘development licence’ may be required. 

 

Surveyor’s experience and qualifications 

2.16 The survey was undertaken by Leander Wolstenholme. Leander is an ecologist with over 

twenty-five years’ experience in field survey work.  He has a degree and PhD in botany and 

plant genetics from the University of Aberystwyth and formerly worked as an ecological 

consultant with The Environment Partnership (TEP) based in Warrington.  Following this he 

spent some 10 years working as the Head of Botany at the World Museum Liverpool and the 

Curator of Botany at the Manchester Museum during which time he conducted surveys as a 

freelance ecologist for TEP and other clients. 
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 A Preliminary Ecological Assessment involves a basic assessment of the ecological features 

present, or potentially present, within a site and its surrounding area. The survey normally 

comprises of a desk top study and a walkover survey. 

 

3.2 All survey work was undertaken in accordance with current and appropriate guidelines for 

ecological surveys by an experienced ecologist with particular reference to the advice in 

CIEEM (2017) Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute 

of Ecology and Environmental Management, Winchester.  

 

Desktop study 

3.3 A data search was undertaken for records of protected species, species of conservation 

concern, locally important species, within 2km of the site using the data held at the West 

Wales Biological Information Centre (WWBIC). 

 

3.4 DEFRA’s MAGIC website (DEFRA, 2021) was used to locate designated wildlife sites within 2km 

of the plot. Any designated sites were noted along with the reasons for the designation. 

 

3.5 Aerial/satellite photographs were also consulted to identify habitats on and adjacent to the 

plot.  

 

Walkover survey          

3.6 The walkover survey was carried out on the 21st September 2021 by Leander Wolstenholme 

of Glaswellt Ecology, an experienced ecologist. The survey involved walking over all areas of 

the plot and adjacent land up to 20m, where possible, beyond the site boundary. 

 

3.7 The survey involved:- 

• Noting and mapping the habitat types present (Phase 1 habitat survey). 

• An assessment of the possible presence of protected or priority species, and (where 

relevant) an assessment of the likely importance of habitat features present for such 

species.  

• Noting and mapping of any stands of non-native invasive plant species.  

• Recording of any incidental sightings of priority or protected species, or field signs of 

such species. 

 

3.8 The species groups considered included:- 

• Plants  

• Fungi 

• Terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates 

• Fish (where relevant, based on an assessment of any watercourses and water bodies 

present);  

• Amphibians (including both breeding and terrestrial habitat)  

• Reptiles  
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• Breeding, wintering and migratory birds  

• Bats (including potential roost sites, and foraging and commuting habitats/features)  

• Other protected or priority mammal species, as relevant.  

  

3.9 The weather was dry and still at the time of survey. 

 

Survey limitations   

3.10 A daytime Preliminary Ecological Assessment is primarily used to assess the habitats/species 

present or that may potentially be present on site. The site is also assessed in association with 

its location within the context of both its immediate environs and the wider landscape.  This 

assessment is based subjectively on the surveyor’s knowledge and experience. Although every 

effort is made to record the species and habitats currently using the site or that have the 

potential to use the site. Depending on the time of year that the survey is carried out some 

species may be missed as they have not yet emerged or are not currently using the site.  

  

3.11 All areas of the plot were able to be inspected and viewed adequately by the surveyor. It was 

not possible to survey some of the area 20m surrounding the survey area (the red line 

boundary shown in Figure 3.) as permission had not been granted to do so in the gardens in 

the vicinity of the project site. 

 

3.12 The walkover survey was carried out in mid-September. This is an optimal time of year for 

this type of survey with most key species being visible at that time of year. 

 

  



 

11 
 

LAND AT PORTHYRHYD, CARMARTHENSHIRE 

4.0 RESULTS 
 

Desktop Study  
Aerial Photographs 

 

 
Figure 4: Aerial photograph showing surrounding habitats. Site:     
 

 
Figure 5: Close Up Aerial of the Site (red line shows the approximate site boundary) 
 
Designated Sites within 2km (and close to 2km) 

Designated Site Name Distance from 
Project Site 

Reason for Designation 

Waun Las NNR 1.25km N Parkland, traditional hay meadows, 
ancient semi-natural woodland, grassland 
fungi including rare wax caps. 

Coedydd Y Garn SSSI 1.37km SW Limestone woodland. 

Ynys Uchaf SSSI 2.7km WSW Flood-plain mire with aquatic plant and 
bird species. 
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Figure 6: Designated Sites in the Vicinity of the Proposed Development 
  

Species records 

Bats 

 
Figure 7: Bat records within 2km of the project site 
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Other Mammals 

 
Figure 8: Badger, Otter, Dormouse, Polecat and Hedgehog records within 2km of the project site 

 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

  
Figure 9: Reptile and Amphibian records within 1km of the project site 
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 Birds 

4.1 The following records of category 1 (i.e. European and/or UK legally protected species, 
species listed in section 7 of the Environment (Wales) act or UK BAP priority species) bird 
species were recorded from within 500m of the site: 

 
  Nightjar (in woodland 450m west) 

  Lesser Redpoll (in woodland 450m west) 

 

4.2 Records of the following category 1 bird species were recorded between 500m and 1km 

from the site: 

  Bullfinch 

  House Sparrow 

  Red Kite  

  Song Thrush 

 

  Other Species   

4.3 In terms of other category 1 species recorded within 1km the following butterfly and moth 
species have been recorded: 

  

   Wood White 

  

 4.4 The following category 1 plants species have been recorded within 1km: 

   Bluebell 

   Cornflower 
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 Habitats

 

  Figure 10: Phase 1 Habitat Map of the Local Area (source: local records centre - WWBIC) 

 

4.5 The WWBIC data showed that no priority phase 1 habitat have been mapped onto to the 

project site.  
 

Ancient Woodland 

 
Figure 11: Ancient woodland sites within 2km.  
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Ponds and watercourses  

4.6 The closest watercourses are the Gwendraeth Fach river, some 385m to the north and the 

Afon Dulais some 400m south. 

 

4.7 The closest area of standing water are ponds circa 530m north near Llwyn Henry.  
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Walkover survey 
4.8 The Habitat Survey map is given in Figure 18 and detailed plant species lists for each habitat 

are given in Appendix B. The Project Site is defined by the red line boundary given in Figure 

3.  The habitat survey has been conducted within this red line boundary. 

 

 
 Figure 12: The Improved grassland on the site  

  

Improved Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code: B4) 

4.9 The bulk of the site is composed of Improved grassland.  This sward is composed of 

abundant and dominant Italian ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum) and perennial ryegrass (Lolium 

perenne).  Other species are present including frequent white clover (Trifolium repens) and 

occasional broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) and 

dandelion (Taraxacum officinale 

  

4.10 This field is likely managed and cut for silage. 
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Figure 13: Semi-improved Neutral Grassland 

 

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code: B2.2) 

4.11 Two types of semi-improved grassland are shown in the phase 1 habitat map (Figure 18).  

These are a damp grassland and rank grassland. 

 

4.12 The damp grassland runs as a strip along the southern boundary hedgerow, alongside the 

lane. 

 

4.13 Creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) dominates swathes of this grassland with patches of 

other species such as meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), silverweed (Potentilla anserina), 

common spike rush (Eleocharis palustris) also conspicuous and nettle (Urtica dioica) being 

locally frequent. 

 

4.14 Other damp favouring species such as floating sweet-grass (Glyceria fluitans), soft rush 

(Juncus effusus), marsh foxtail (Alopecurus geniculatus) and water pepper (Persicaria 

hydropiper) are present alongside meadowsweet and common spike-rush lending this 

stretch of grassland a marshy feel.  This suggests that this area is periodically inundated. 

 

4.15 There are patches of rank grassland at the margins of the field, running along the wall 

adjacent to the graveyard and, in particular adjacent to the silage bale stands, adjacent to 

hedgerows 1 and 2 and by the entranceway.  These areas are characterised by abundant 

spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare), creeping buttercup and nettles) and bramble (Rubus 

fruticosus) along the graveyard wall) with Yorkshire fog and American willowherb (Epilobium 
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ciliatum) being frequent.  Marsh yellow-cress (Rorippa palustris) is locally frequent in the 

rank grassland near the hay bales. 

 

  
Figure 14: Rank grassland with tall herbs adjacent to silage bales adjacent to sections of 

hedgerow on the western perimeter of the site near farm buildings 

 

Hedgerows (Phase 1 habitat code: J2.2) 

4.16 There are hedgerows running along the southern and western boundaries of the site.  These 

hedgerows tend to be dominated by hazel and blackthorn with occasional hawthorn 

present.  The hedgerows have been labelled 1 – 4 (see Figure 18). 

 

4.17 Hedgerow 2 on the western side of the site runs alongside a scrubby triangular section of 

woodland at the eastern side of the farm buildings.  This hedgerow is somewhat grown out 

and fuses with the scrubby woodland itself. 

 

4.18 The eastern half of Hedgerow 3 (the roadside hedgerow) is dominated by bramble with 

frequent nettles, greater willowherb and meadowsweet but very few woody species.  The 

western half of this hedgerow contains the woody species hawthorn and hazel. 
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Figure 15: The hedgerow that runs along the southern boundary of the site adjacent to the 

damp area of semi-improved neutral grassland 

 

 Stone Wall (Phase 1 Habitat Code: J2.5) 

4.19 The stone wall the runs along the eastern boundary adjacent to the graveyard shows a 

scattering of fern species including maidenhair spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes), wall 

rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) and rusty-back fern (Ceterach officinarum) alongside ivy-

leaved toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis) and ivy (Hedera helix). 

 

  
 Figure 16: The wall between the site and adjacent graveyard. Wall rue (right hand image) 
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Ditch (Phase 1 Habitat Code: J2.6) 

    
 Figure 17: Ditch – at base of hedge  Close up of ditch vegetation 

 

4.20 A ditch runs for a short way within the site boundary along the southern boundary between 

the hedgerow and the road.  This ditch was dry at the time of survey and choked with 

vigorous species such as hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium), greater willowherb 

(Epilobium hirsutum), meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and hogweed (Heracleum 

sphondylium). 

 

Bat Potential Roost Features 

4.21 No trees within the red-line boundary showed any features, such as holes, crevices and 

cracks, that could potentially be used by bats as roosts.  

 

 Invasive Non-native Species 
4.22 No invasive non-native species were noted growing within the redline survey boundary, but 

variegated yellow archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum) was noted 
growing in the triangular woodland to immediately to the west of the site. 

 
Birds Noted During Walkover Survey: 

4.23 The following birds were noted using the site or noted in the surrounding area:  
 
    
   Blue Tit 
   Carrion Crow (flying overhead) 
   Chiff Chaff (heard singing near farm buildings) 
   Great Tit 
   House Martin (flying overhead) 
   House Sparrows (near farm buildings),  
   Jackdaw (flying overhead) 
   Robin 
   Swallow (flying overhead) 
   Wren 
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Key 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Figure 18: Phase 1 Habitat Map 
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5.0 INTERPRETATION AND ASSESSMENT   
 
 Designated sites 

5.1 There are two statutory designated sites within 2km of the proposed development, Coedydd 

y Garn SSSI and Waun Las NNR.  Both these sites are over 1km from the proposed 

development.  There is one further site beyond 2km, the Ynys Uchaf SSSI, 2.7km WSW of the 

site. Because of this distance and the nature of the development it is concluded that the 

proposed development will have a negligible impact on these designated sites 

 

Habitats: 

 Grassland 

5.2 The bulk of the site is composed of Improved grassland and this is the habitat that will be most 

impacted by the proposed development. This is a low-grade ecological habitat widespread in 

Carmarthenshire and Wales.  As such the ecological impact of any development due to the 

loss of this habitat is considered to be negligible. 

 

 Neutral Grassland (damp) 

5.3 This area of grassland is damp and shows a number of species characteristic of damp/marshy 

ground such as floating sweet-grass, marsh foxtail, water pepper, meadowsweet and common 

spike-rush. 

 

5.4 As part of the development, this area is due to be converted to a SUDS basin and there are a 

number of swales due to be constructed on the site. 

 

5.5 It is recommended that the key damp favouring species present on site are used as part of the 

SUDS basin and swales.  As such, seed should be collected for the key species and living plants 

of these species translocated to the new areas.  The key species are as follows: 

 

• Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) 

• Common Spike-rush (Eleocharis palustris) 

• Floating Sweet-grass (Glyceria fluitans) 

• Marsh Foxtail (Alopecurus geniculatus) 

• Water Pepper (Persicaria hydropiper) 

• Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus) 

• Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) 

• Marsh Bedstraw (Galium palustre) 

• Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus) 

• Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) 

 

 Hedgerows 

5.6 All existing hedgerows are due to be retained as part of the development apart from 

Hedgerow 3 (the roadside hedgerow).  This will be removed to allow for road widening and 

the creation of the entranceway to the site. 

 



 

24 
 

LAND AT PORTHYRHYD, CARMARTHENSHIRE 

5.7 Hedgerows are listed as priority habitats under section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 

2016.  Section 7 lists the living organisms and types of habitat in Wales that are considered 

to be of key significance to sustain and improve biodiversity in relation to Wales. The Act 

states that all reasonable steps should be taken to maintain and enhance the living 

organisms and types of habitat included in any list published under this section and 

encourage others to take such steps. As such the loss of Hedgerow 3 as part of the proposed 

development will need to be compensated for. 

 

5.8 This compensation can be achieved by planting a new hedgerow along the re-profiled 

boundary of the site as shown in Figure 19.  This hedgerow should be composed of a mix 

native, locally-sourced hedgerow species such hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, rowan 

and oak. 

 

5.9 It is recommended that a 1m buffer strip of rough grassland is created between the 

hedgerow edges and the edge of the development. This will provide foraging and nesting 

habitat for birds, reptiles, amphibians and small mammals. 

  
 Species: 

 Bats 

5.10 None of the trees or shrubs on site within the red line boundary showed any bat potential 

roost features.  Whilst no specific bat survey has been undertaken, bats have been recorded 

in the local area (mostly Pipistrelle species).  It is to be expected that bats will use the 

hedgerows on site for foraging. 

  

5.11 Artificial lighting is known to cause disturbance to bats and can discourage them from using 
a previously utilized site. It has been shown to be particularly harmful if used along river 
corridors, near woodland edges and near hedgerows and near large reflective surfaces like 
solar panels and large glass windows. 

 
i. With this in mind, it is recommended that any additional lighting forming part of the 

development be kept to a minimum and be of a bollard type that shines down on to 
dark pavement and roads.  

ii. Lighting should also be directed away from linear features (e.g. hedgerows) and 
adjacent trees/woodland. Furthermore, down lighting should be the preferred 
choice of any external lights to minimise glare or additional light pollution. 

iii. More information in relation to bats and lighting is noted in Bat Conservation Trust’s 
‘Guidance Note 8: Bats and Artificial Lighting’ in conjunction with The Institute of 
Lighting Professionals, available to download at 
https://www.theilp.org.uk/documents/guidance-note-8-bats-and-artificial-lighting/. 

iv. These measures will allow the development to conform to current protective 
legislation as laid out in the Habitat Regulations 2017. 

Lighting must be detailed on plans. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theilp.org.uk/documents/guidance-note-8-bats-and-artificial-lighting/
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Badger (Meles meles) 
5.12 The data search returned records of badgers in the wider area with the closest record being 

600m to the south-east.  However were no signs that badgers were using the site or the land 

near the site.  

 

5.13 Currently it is therefore considered that the impact of any development on badgers is highly 

likely to be negligible.  However, badgers are very mobile and the situation on the site 

should be check periodically for the presence of badgers. 

 

Otter (Lutra lutra) 

5.14 It is highly unlikely that otters are using site given the distance of the site from any rivers, 

streams or ponds. 

 

 Dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

5.15 The data search returned a cluster of records of dormouse 2km to the north associated with 

the National Botanic Garden of Wales and the Waun Las National Nature Reserve.  The A48 

trunk road will act as a barrier to the movement of dormice from this area to the proposed 

development site. 

 

5.16 There are two records 1.5km to the south-west associated with the Coedydd y Garn SSSI and 

a further record 1.2k south-east at woodland near Banc y Mansel.  There are hedgerow 

connections between these areas and the site, although there is very little woodland. 

 

5.17 The hedgerows 1, 2 and 4 and associated woodland on the site do offer some potential for 

dormouse due to their thick, connected nature and the species present but, because of the 

distance from known sites and relatively poor connectivity to these sites, it is considered 

unlikely that dormice will be present on site and it is judged that the impact of the 

development on dormice will be negligible. 

 

 Reptiles and Amphibians 

5.18 No reptiles, amphibians, or their signs, were noted during the survey.   The data search 

returned no records of amphibians or reptiles within 1km of the site. 

 

5.19 There is no amphibian breeding opportunity on site (i.e. no ponds or standing water) and the 

closest standing water is over 500m away.  The large expanse of improved grassland on the 

site offers very little or no habitat for reptiles and amphibians.  However, the damp 

grassland at the southern end of the site, and associated roadside ditch, does offer habitat 

for amphibians and the rank grassland at the margins of the site and the gaps in the west 

facing stone wall of the graveyard do offer some suitable habitat for reptiles. 

 

5.20 It is, therefore, recommended that a precautionary approach to the clearance of Hedgerow 

3, the damp grassland and areas of rank grassland is taken and that shortly prior to the onset 

of the works to remove Hedgerow 3, a finger-tip search is undertaken of the hedgerow, the 

ditch and the a strip of land 2m either side of the hedgerow to check for the presence of 

reptiles and amphibians.  If any are found they will be moved to suitable location nearby. 
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Equally, if the gaps in the stone wall adjacent to the graveyard are to be filled, or the wall 

repaired it is recommended that a finger-tip search is conducted prior to their removal by a 

suitably qualified ecologist and any reptiles and amphibians found are moved to a suitable 

location nearby. 

 

 Hedgehog   

5.21 Desk-top records show that hedgehogs have been recorded in the local area.  Hedgehogs are 

protected under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 which prohibits 

killing and trapping by certain methods. They are also listed as a priority species under the 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The species is therefore considered one of the Wales’ target 

species to avoid further population decline. 

 

5.22 In order to retain habitat connectivity for Species of Principal importance, such as 

hedgehogs, any new boundary treatments resulting from any future development should 

not be flush to the ground, or suitably sized gaps 13 x 13 cm should be left at strategic 

points. For more information see https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehog-friendly-

fencing/ 

 

 Birds 

5.23 The hedgerows, trees and shrubs on the site provide nesting and opportunities for birds. 

  

5.24 All wild British birds (while nesting, building nests and sitting on eggs), their nests and eggs 

(with certain limited exceptions) are protected by law under Section 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  Included in this protection are all nests (at whatever 

stage of construction or use) and all dependent young until such time as the nest is 

abandoned and the young have fledged and become independent.  

   

5.25 Any hedgerow, tree and shrub clearance should, wherever possible, be undertaken from 

September to February outside the bird breeding season (March to August inclusive).  

However, if clearance works are unavoidably undertaken within the bird breeding season, as 

part of any future development, a check for nesting birds must be undertaken by a suitably 

qualified ecologist in the 24-hour period prior to clearance works. If any active nests are 

found these will be protected, along with an appropriate buffer zone, until nesting is 

complete and the young have fledged.  

 

 Enhancements 

5.26 The biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty Section 6 under Part 1 of the Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016 introduced an enhanced biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty 

(the S6 duty) for public authorities in the exercise of functions in relation to Wales and sets 

out that a public authority must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of 

functions in relation to Wales, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, so far 

as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. 

 

5.27 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) 10 sets out that “planning authorities must seek to maintain 

and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means that development 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehog-friendly-fencing/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehog-friendly-fencing/
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should not cause any significant loss of habitats or populations of species, locally or 

nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity”.  As such the planning authority 

will look for biodiversity enhancements in a planning application. 

 

5.28 It is recommended biodiversity enhancement is achieved through the planting of a locally-

sourced, native, species-rich hedgerow along the northern boundary of the site. 

 

 

  
 Figure 19: Location of new plant hedgerows (to compensate for the loss of Hedgerow 3 

and to provide a biodiversity enhancement) 

 

5.29 It is recommended that this new-plant hedgerow is composed of native, locally-sourced 
hedgerow species such hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, rowan and oak.  It is 
recommended that the hedgerow is built onto a bank (clawdd).  Details of clawdd design are 
given by the Dry Stone Wall association (North Wales Branch) at 
https://www.drystonewalling.wales/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ClawddConstruction.pdf. 
The bank will provide feeding habitat and refuge opportunities for birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and small mammals. 

 

5.30 It is recommended that the hedgebank is seeded with locally sourced hedgerow/woodland 

plant species such as: 

 

 Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) 

 Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) 

 Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) 

 Wild Strawberry (Fragaria vesca) 

 Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) 

 Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) 

 Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea) 

 Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 

 Hart’s-tongue Fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium) 

 Soft Shield-fern (Polystichum setiferum) 

 Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis) 

Location of new plant 

hedgerow to provide 

biodiversity enhancement. 

New plant hedgerow to 

compensate for the loss of 

Hedgerow 3 

https://www.drystonewalling.wales/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ClawddConstruction.pdf
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 Primrose (Primula vulgaris) 

 Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) 

 Red Campion (Silene dioica) 

 Navelwort (Umbilicus rupestris) 

 Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) 

 Common Dog Violet (Viola riviniana)  

 

5.31 The hedgerows could be managed to benefit biodiversity.  For example, a cutting regime 

could be put in place so that the hedgerows on site are only cut every 2 years. This reduces 

maintenance and labour costs and creates bushier hedgerows for wildlife and allows flower 

and berry production in the intervening years. 

 

5.32 If the hedgerows are not cut back to the same height repeatedly and the cutting height 

raised each time, this will avoid placing hedgerows under stress and allow them to 

regenerate more vigorously. 

 

5.33 Hedgerows could also be cut to a variety of shapes and sizes. For example, “A” shaped 

hedges provide shelter and create song posts for birds and enable hedgerow trees to 

develop if left untopped. 

 

5.34 Hedgerows can be trimmed from September to February but this is best left and as late in 

the winter as possible so wildlife can take advantage of the nuts and berries produced in the 

autumn. 

 
5.35 It is recommended that the “informal open space” areas are planted up with a species-rich 

meadow mix and managed as a meadow with a cut in late summer thereby allowing the 
colourful flowering plants to flower and set seed prior to cutting/mowing. 

 
5.36 Incorporating and bird boxes into the design of any buildings:  as house sparrows were 

observed close to the site it is particularly recommended that nest boxes suitable for use by 
house sparrows are used.  Swift boxes will be used by house sparrows for nesting, as well as 
by swifts (and other birds), so these would be the preferred box to use rather than a house 
sparrow terrace box per se. 

 

 Invasive Species 

5.37 No non-native invasive species listed under Schedule 9 Part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act (1981) as amended were found growing within the red line boundary of the proposed 

site.  However , variegated yellow archangel, a species list under Schedule 9, was observed 

growing in the triangular section of woodland immediately to the west of red line boundary. 

 

5.38 Causing variegated yellow archangel to grow in the wild would constitute an offence.  So, if 

any works are to be undertaken in this woodland as a result of the development, it is 

recommended that this species is eradicated from the woodland. 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

6.1 The bulk of the site is composed of low ecological value grassland.  The key areas of 

ecological interest are the hedgerows, the damp grassland to the south of the site and the 

stone wall adjacent to the graveyard.  

 

6.2 The existing hedgerows (other than Hedgerow 3 – the roadside hedge) are to be retained as 

part of the scheme and it is recommended that these are managed to benefit biodiversity.  

This includes a 1m buffer strip running alongside all hedgerows.  Hedgerow 3 is due to be 

removed to facilitate road widening.  It is recommended that this hedgerow is replaced once 

the road has been widened by a new plant hedgerow composed of locally-sourced woody 

species. 

 

6.3 It is recommended that shortly before the removal of Hedgerow 3, the area associated with 

the hedgerow is subject to a finger-top search for amphibians and reptiles by a suitably 

qualified ecologist and any animals found moved to a suitable receptor site close by. 

 

6.4 The lighting of the site should be considered, particularly in relation to bats, and the 

hedgerows on site should not be lit by artificial light. 

 

6.5 The area of damp grassland to the south of the site is to be converted to a SUDS basin.  It is 

recommended that this basin is planted up with seeds and living plants translocated from 

the existing damp grassland to the SUDS basin with the species chosen being those listed in 

the section 5 of this report.  In addition, it is also recommended that the newly created 

swale areas are planted up with these species too. 

 

6.6 The stone wall running alongside the eastern boundary, adjacent to the graveyard, provides 

possible refugia for reptiles and amphibians and it is recommended that these remain intact.  

If the wall is to be renovated and the existing gaps filled it is recommended that a fingertip 

search is conducted by a suitably qualified ecologist prior to these works and any animals 

found removed to a suitable receptor site close by. 

 

6.7 To allow the movement of hedgehogs in and out of the site any new boundary treatments 

should not be flush to the floor. If this is not possible a series of suitably sized gaps (13cm x 

13cm) should be strategically place intermittently along the new boundary treatment. 

 

6.8 Any tree/shrub clearance; will need to take place outside of the bird breeding season i.e. 

March to August inclusive.  If it is not possible to time the works in accordance with the main 

bird breeding season a nesting bird check should be performed in the 24-hour period prior 

to the works. The nesting bird check should be undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist 

 

6.9 It is recommended that, if works are to be undertaken in the triangular woodland to the west 

of, and adjacent to, the site boundary that variegated yellow archangel is removed prior to 

works.  
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6.10 In order to provide biodiversity enhancements it is recommended that a new hedgerow is 
planted along the northern boundary of the site.  It is recommended that the “informal open 
space” areas are planted up with a species-rich meadow mix and managed as a meadow 
with a cut in late summer thereby allowing the colourful flowering plants to flower and set 
seed prior to cutting/mowing. It is recommended that bird boxes are incorporated into the 
design of the new builds. 
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Appendix A – Proposed Site Layout 
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APPENDIX B: Plant Species List for the Site 
The letters D A F O R refer to the abundance of each species within the habitat that it is found 
in as follows: D = Dominant, A=Abundant, F= Frequent, O= Occasional, R= Rare.  The qualifier 
L is sometimes used to indicate Locally.  So, for example, LA would stand for locally abundant.  
This would mean that the plant species was not abundant throughout the habitat but in select 
patches it was abundant. 
 
Improved Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code: B4) 

Italian Ryegrass   Lolium multiflorum  A 

Perennial Ryegrass  Lolium perenne   A/D 

White Clover   Trifolium repens  F 

Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens  O-LF 

Broad-leaved Dock  Rumex obtusifolius  O 

Greater Plantain  Plantago major   O 

Common Bent   Agrostis capillaris  O 

Dandelion   Taraxacum officinale  O 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus    O 

Cuckoo Flower   Cardamine pratense  R 

Meadow  Buttercup  Ranunculus acris  R (at the margins) 

 

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code B2.2) – along eastern boundary adjacent 

to graveyard 

Bramble    Rubus fruticosus  LD 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   LA 

Hedge Bindweed  Calystegia sepium  F 

Cock’s-foot   Dactylis glomerata  F 

Common Bent   Agrostis capillaris  F 

Tall Oat-grass   Arrhenatherum elatius  F 

Cleavers   Galium aparine   F 

Rosebay Willowherb  Chamerion angustifolium LF 

Greater Willowherb  Epilobium hirsutum  O 

Hogweed   Heracleum sphondylium  O 

Broad-leaved Dock  Rumex obtusifolius  R 

Sycamore (seedling)  Acer pseudoplatanus  R 

 

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code B2.2) – damp grassland along southern 

boundary 

Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens  A/LD 

Silverweed   Potentilla anserina  LF 

Creeping Soft-grass  Holcus mollis   O 

Creeping Bent   Agrostis stolonifera  F 

Common Nettle (near hedge) Urtica dioica   LF 

Soft Rush   Juncus effusus   O 

Meadowsweet   Filipendula ulmaria  LF 

Common Spike-rush  Eleocharis palustris  LF 
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Couch    Elytrigia repens   O 

Floating Sweet-grass  Glyceria fluitans  O 

Marsh Foxtail   Alopecurus geniculatus  O 

Italian Ryegrass   Lolium multiflorum  O 

Perennial Ryegrass  Lolium perenne   O 

Field Horsetail   Equisetum arvense  O 

Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus  O 

Redshank   Persicaria maculosa  R 

Wild Angelica   Angelica sylvestris  O 

Marsh Bedstraw  Galium palustre   O 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus   LF 

Red Fescue   Festuca rubra   LF 

Jointed Rush   Juncus articulatus  O 

Sweet Vernal-grass  Anthoxanthum odoratum O 

Marsh Ragwort   Senecio aquaticus  R 

Water Pepper   Persicaria hydropiper  R 

Perforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum  R 

Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula  R 

Red Clover   Trifolium pratense  LF 

Ribwort Plantain  Plantago lanceolata  R 

 

In drier areas at the western end of the damp grassland: 

Meadow vetchling  Lathyrus pratensis  LO 

Common Mouse-ear  Cerastium fontanum  LO 

Meadow Foxtail   Alopecurus pratensis  LO 

Hedge Bindweed  Calystegia sepium  LO 

Great Burnet   Sanguisorba officinalis  LO 

Tufted Vetch   Vicia cracca   LO 

Meadow Buttercup  Ranunculus acris  LO 

Hairy Sedge   Carex hirta   LO 

 

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code B2.2) – rank grassland near silage bales 

(western edge of site) 

 

Marsh Yellow-cress  Rorippa palustris  LF 

Hogweed   Heracleum sphondylium  O 

Broad-leaved Dock  Rumex obtusifolius  O-LF 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus   F 

Perennial Ryegrass  Lolium perenne   O 

Pineappleweed   Matricaria discoidea  O 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   LA 

American Willowherb  Epilobium ciliatum  LF 

Smooth Sow-thistle  Sonchus oleraceus  R 

Dandelion   Taraxacum officinale  O 
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Semi-improved Neutral Grassland (Phase 1 Habitat Code B2.2) – entrance pathway (on western 

edge) 

 

Central area: 

White Clover   Trifolium repens  LF 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus    LA 

Perennial Ryegrass  Lolium perenne   O 

Greater Plantain  Plantago major   LF 

Creeping Bent   Agrostis stolonifera  LA 

 

Bare area: 

Annual Meadow-grass  Poa annua   O 

Greater Plantain  Plantago major   O 

White Clover   Trifolium repens  O 

Marsh Yellow-cress  Rorippa palustris  R 

Creeping Bent   Agrostis stolonifera  O 

Perennial Ryegrass  Lolium perenne   O 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus    O 

Silverweed   Potentilla anserina  O 

Marsh Cudweed  Gnaphalium uliginosum  R 

Red Bartsia   Odontites vernus  R 

 

Hedgerow 1 (Phase 1 Habitat Code J1.1) 

Woody Species 

Blackthorn   Prunus spinosa   F-A 

Hazel    Corylus avellana  F-A 

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna  O 

Ash    Fraxinus excelsior  LO 

Pedunculate Oak  Quercus robur   R 

Elder    Sambucus nigra   R 

 

Ground Flora/Grassy Field Margin 

Bramble   Rubus fruticosus  A 

Tall Oat-grass   Arrhenatherum elatius  A 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus    O 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   F 

Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens  LA 

Dog Rose   Rosa canina   O 

Hogweed   Heracleum sphondylium  O 

Cleavers   Galium aparine   O 

Cow Parsley   Anthriscus sylvestris  O 

Male Fern   Dryopteris filix-mas  O 

Cock’s-foot   Dactylis glomerata  LF 

Ivy    Hedera helix   O 

Periwinkle   Vinca sp.   LF 
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Hedgerow 2 (Phase 1 Habitat Code J1.1) 

Woody Species 

Blackthorn   Prunus spinosa   LA 

Hazel    Corylus avellana  LA 

Grey Willow   Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia O 

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna  O 

Elder    Sambucus nigra   O 

Pedunculate Oak  Quercus robur   R 

 

Ground Flora/Grassy Field Margin 

Bramble   Rubus fruticosus  LA 

Hogweed   Heracleum sphondylium  O 

Tall Oat-grass   Arrhenatherum elatius  F 

Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus    LA 

Spear Thistle   Cirsium vulgaris   LA 

Common Hemp-nettle  Galeopsis tetrahit  LF 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   LF 

Ground Ivy   Glechoma hederacea  LF 

Ivy    Hedera helix   LA 

Male Fern   Dryopteris filix-mas  O 

 

Hedgerow 3 (Phase 1 Habitat Code J1.2) 

Woody Species 

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna  LO 

Hazel    Corylus avellana  LA 

Grey Willow   Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia LO 

 

Ground Flora/Grassy Field Margin 

Bramble   Rubus fruticosus  D 

Greater Willowherb  Epilobium hirsutum  LF 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   LF 

Meadowsweet   Filipendula ulmaria  LF 

Hogweed   Heracleum sphondylium  O 

Hedge Bindweed  Calystegia sepium  LF 

Field Horsetail   Equisetum arvense  R 

Dog Rose   Rosa canina   O 

Bittersweet   Solanum dulcamara  O 

 

Hedgerow 4 (Phase 1 Habitat Code J1.2) 

Woody Species 

Blackthorn   Prunus spinosa   LA 

Hazel    Corylus avellana  LA 
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Elder    Sambucus nigra   O 

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna  R 

 

Ground Flora/Grassy Field Margin 

Bramble   Rubus fruticosus  A 

Common Nettle   Urtica dioica   O 

Dog Rose   Rosa canina   O 

Cleavers   Galium aparine   O 

Male Fern   Dryopteris filix-mas  O 

 

Triangular Woodland (Beyond the boundary immediately to the northwest of the site) 

 

Woody Species (Canopy) (Phase 1 Habitat Code A1.1.1) 

Hazel    Corylus avellana  F 

Elder    Sambucus nigra   F 

Sycamore   Acer pseudoplatanus  O 

Blackthorn   Prunus spinosa   F 

 

Ground Flora 

Broad Buckler-fern  Dryopteris dilatata  O 

Ivy    Hedera helix   A 

Male Fern   Dryopteris filix-mas  O 

Herb Robert   Geranium robertianum  O 

Dog’s Mercury   Mercurialis perennis  LF 

Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum O 
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APPENDIX C: Disclaimer 

Copyright and Intellectual Property 

• The copyright of ecology reports provided remain the property of the ecologist pending payment of 
the account in full.   

• We provide species data sets to the local Biodiversity Information Centre on an annual basis which 
will include any records from your survey (species and general location.)  
 

Accuracy of information 

• Our ecologists are experienced and professional in their approach and work to published Professional 
Codes of Conduct (British Standard 42020:2013 “Biodiversity. Code of practice for planning and 
development” and CIEEM Guidelines for Ecological Report writing (2016) where appropriate.  
Ecologists are however working in the natural world which may be subject to rapid changes not under 
their control.  The information they collect will be as accurate as possible based on the time of the 
year and the natural conditions they face but we, and they, cannot be held responsible for any 
changes which occur subsequently. 

• The company warrants that the reports supplied will be based on information collected using 
reasonable care and skill.   In some cases, data sets may be large, and, in such circumstances, 
ecologists will make professional judgements on their analysis and presentation of data. 

• Most reports are valid for a maximum period of two years provided no significant changes have been 
made to the property or land use nearby. 

•   It is possible that further survey work is recommended which would be the subject of additional 
fees. In this event the company and the ecologists cannot accept any liability if the client proceeds 
without acting on this advice. 

• Ecological reports provide information on the site as a whole and the company and the ecologists 
cannot be held responsible for the effects that the findings might have on any planning or 
developments proposed. 
 

Confidentiality  

• The reports provided will be for the client’s sole use and for the purposes declared in the initial 
contact and confirmed in our quotation.   

• No other party may use, copy or rely on the report or any of its contents or conclusions without 
written confirmation from the author. 

• The company will maintain a copy of the reports, on behalf of the ecologist, in an electronic format.  It 
will not be provided to any other person without the client’s consent. 

• The survey data will be submitted to the Brecon Biodiversity Information Centre automatically unless 
otherwise requested 
 

Limitation of Liability 

• The company and its ecologist contractors shall not be held responsible for any claim arising out of 
any defect found in the service provided as a result of information provided which is subsequently 
found to be defective. 

 

Contacts between the company, its ecologists and the client shall be governed by the laws of England and 

Wales. 


