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1.  Introduction 
 
1.1 The land within the site boundary consists of two parcels of land, one predominantly of 

Rush pasture, the other disturbed/semi-improved grassland, together with associated 
hedgerows and tree lined boundaries. and a small stream.  The site is approximately 
1.7 hectare in size, located at on the outskirts of the small town of Gorseinon, Swansea.  

 
1.2 An initial Phase 1 Habitat Survey of this site was carried out by ESP Oct. 2019, which 

has subsequently been updated in July by I & G Ecological Consulting, which 
recommends a Dormouse Mitigation Strategy be agreed and implemented. 

 
1.3 No additional visits to the site were undertaken, all recommendations have been based 

on information supplied, Preliminary Ecological Survey Report by I & G Ecology (July 
2020), and the Phase 1 Habitat Survey as above.   

 
1.4  This document seeks to satisfy mitigation and enhancement requirements in relation 

to Dormouse, in readiness for an application for Full Planning Permission.  
 
 

2.  Site Location and Description 
 

 
2.1    The site is located immediately off a no-through road (Gwynfe Road), with the Loughor 

estuary to the west and Gorseinon town to the east, (centred on NGR SS57659894). (See 
Fig. 1a).  The site comprises an area which is subject to a planning application for housing 
development, edged red, and an area currently within the same ownership, edged blue 
(see Fig. 1b). 
 

2.2  The site comprises two fields; a small parcel immediately off Gwynfe Rd which has been 
left unmanaged for a number of years, the other larger field to the south which has, in 
part, been used as a site compound for the adjacent newly completed housing 
development, but which has now been restored. See Fig. 2 for Aerial image of habitats. 

2.3 Mature native tree lines, with associated shrub layers and Bramble scrub form the 
majority of the site boundaries.  There is also a tree-lined stream forming part of the 
northern boundary, and a defunct hedge separating the two fields which make up the 
site. 
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Figure 1a.  Location of site Grid Ref: SS57659894 

 
 

 
Figure 1b.  Site boundaries (courtesy of Evans Banks Planning) 
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Figure 2. Aerial image of site 2018 (approx boundary marked red) 
 

 

 
3.  Habitats on Site 
 

3.1 There are a number of habitats on and adjacent to site boundaries which have the 
 potential to support Dormice. 

3.2 Defunct Hedgerows: 

 There is a defunct native hedgerow dividing the two fields which is comprised of a 
sparse   line of trees, connected by Bramble and Willow scrub. The outer boundaries 
are essentially rows of mature trees, which provide a level of arboreal connectivity to 
adjacent hedgerows. 



 

I&G Ecological Consulting  
IandGEcology.com 

 

Land off Heol Pentre Bach, Gorseinon, Swansea 

3.3 Scrub: 

Dense and continuous Bramble scrub, together with the hedgerow vegetation currently 
provides good habitat for a range of species.  Areas of Bramble and Blackthorn scrub 
are invading from the tree-lined boundaries and streamside corridor.   Bramble and 
other scrub will provide forage and shelter for Dormice.   

 
 

4.    Mitigation Strategy and Recommendations 
 
4.1   The scrub, hedgerow and tree-lines are potentially suitable for Dormouse (PEA I & G 

 Ecological Consulting 2020), however, no records of Dormouse were returned from 
the  data search at the time.  Indicative Site Layout plans (included in the I&G 
Pennyroyal Management Plan 2020) show that only the larger field to the south is to 
be developed, the smaller field in the northern part of the site is to be retained as 
Open Space, therefore is unlikely to be directly impacted by the development, (see 
Fig. 3). 

 
 
4.2 Additionally, Plans at Fig. 3 suggest that boundary features around the southern field 

will remain largely unaffected by development. In particular, the eastern boundary is 
included in a wider swathe of retained habitat corridor.  However, heavy machinery 
working close to trees may cause disturbance to animals or root systems.  Moreover, 
it is likely that much of the Bramble scrub will be cleared in order to install rear 
boundary treatments to new properties.  Therefore, this habitat feature will be 
directly impacted by the development.   
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Figure. 3 Indicative development layout (c/o JCR/MYTY Rev. Nov 2018) 

 
 
4.3    Loss of scrub, trees and foraging resources will be off-set by new planting which will 

take the form of infill planting to improve quality and connectivity of retained boundary 
tree-lines.  For locations, see Plan 1 at Appendix 1; 

 
 
4.3.1   Connectivity along the eastern boundary (marked as Wildlife Corridor on Plan at Fig. 3), 

will be strengthened by planting a new boundary hedgerow to connect the 2 fields 
(planted below the earth bank and close-board fence currently forming boundary 
between this site and the adjacent newly completed development). Existing Blackthorn 
and Bramble scrub within the “corridor” will be allowed to develop. 

 
4.3.2  The existing vegetation forming the northern boundary of the site will be 

supplemented with new hedge planting, to improve connectivity from around the site 
to adjacent pockets of woodland (to NW).  This will also provide a level of screening for 
the existing property/garden. 

 
4.3.3  New and supplementary planting will include a good proportion of Hazel (Corrylus 
 avelana) as this is a principle food source for Dormice.  However, whilst Hazel is an 
 important component for Dormouse habitat, it should be augmented with a number of 
 other berry and nectar producing species which help sustain these small mammals for a 
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 longer period throughout the year. Species which retain their leaves for an extended 
 period (e.g. Hornbeam) provide additional cover for small mammals and birds, while 
 climbing plant species (such as Honeysuckle/Bramble/Dog Rose), will support and 
 strengthen the hedge structure and they will also provide additional food and nesting 
 material. 

 
4.3.4 New and supplementary planting should include a mix of the following species. NB 
 quantities and groupings to be agreed in conjunction with any Landscape & Planting 
 Plan.  
 

Common name Binomial 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea 

Elder Sambucus nigra 

Field Maple Acer campestre 

Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus 

Hazel Corrylus avelana 

Hawthorn Cretaegous mongyna 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum 

Hornbeam Carpinus betulus 

Native Rose Rosa canina/Rosa arvensis 

 
5.   Precautionary Construction Methods 

 
5.1  If any clearance of scrub, tree management or coppicing is necessary, work should only 

be carried out in the Dormouse Active season (April - October), but this may be extended 
if mild and dry conditions persist, and would be better for the trees if done towards 
autumn (avoids conflict with bird breeding season, however may conflict with Reptiles if 
present).  If evidence of dormice is found, clearance work must stop immediately, and 
further advice sought from I & G Ecological Consulting or NRW.  

 
 
6.   Long Term Management & Monitoring 
 

6.1 Management of Planted Trees: 
 

 

 Trees should be planted as per details set out on any approved Landscaping scheme 
Plan and should be protected with suitable stakes and tree-guards until they are firmly 
established. 

 

 Bases of trees will be kept free from competition (grass, ruderal species, scrub).  
Purpose made biodegradable matting collars will be used until trees are well 
established.  Chemical control should be avoided. 
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 Any trees that fail within the first planting season will be replaced (see Monitoring 
below). 

 

 Trees should need little management in the first 5 years.  From about year 7, a 
proportion of Hazels can be coppiced following best practice guidance, ensuring that 
canopy connection is maintained to the remainder of the new planting and existing 
scrub/woodland.  Resulting wood from coppicing can be made into habitat piles which 
will be utilised by invertebrates, reptiles/amphibians, birds and small mammals. 
Chipping this material should be avoided (unless chipped material is removed from 
site). 

 

 New hedgerow planting will be maintained in a manner which establishes a dense 
continuous hedge.   

 

 Hedge cutting methods will ensure that the cut is angled to make a narrower top and 
wider base, which gives the hedge stability and encourages dense growth. 

 

 

6.2 Monitoring: 

 
6.2.1 As Dormouse has not been recorded at the site, the below monitoring goals are for 
  ensuring that the replacement habitat becomes, and is maintained as, suitable 
for  Dormice.  All monitoring and subsequent actions (e.g. planting) should be undertaken 
by  a suitably qualified tree-care specialist.  All monitoring which relates directly to 
Dormice,  should be undertaken by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist: 

 
 Newly planted trees/shrubs/climbers should be monitored at least twice in the first 

planting season, for signs of disease (e.g. fungal or insect attack). Any affected plants, 
where disease results in death or poor growth after first planting season, should be 
removed and replaced with the same species or another from the suggested list above, 
as appropriate. 

 

 A repeat check of tree health should be carried out before the end of Year 5, and 
replacements planted as necessary. 

 

 Newly planted areas should also be monitored annually for presence of Japanese 
Knotweed or any other Invasive Non-Native species considered detrimental to such 
habitat, and appropriate treatment undertaken if present. 

 

 Actual and projected canopy connection can be checked after Year 5, to inform future 
management.  Interplant with supplementary trees where necessary to provide 
connection to adjacent trees/shrubs within and outside of the newly planted area. 
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 7. Post-development mitigation contingencies 
 
7.1 The Applicant will carry the responsibility to act on the findings of the 

ecologists’/tree-care specialists' surveys, to carry out all remedial or other works to 

ensure that the mitigation areas are managed as set out in this Method Statement. If 

the responsibility  for the mitigation area is passed to another body (e.g. Housing 

Association), they will take on full responsibility for any post-development mitigation 

works, including replacement of any failed plantings. 
 
8. Mechanism for ensuring delivery of post-development works 
 
8.1 The Applicant will take responsibility for the delivery of post-development works on 

 the Application Site for the life of this management plan. If this responsibility is 

 transferred in the future, the full responsibility will be acquired by the 

 owner/management body.  
 
9. Timetable of works 
 
9.1 A timetable will be agreed between the Applicant and the LA Planning Ecologist  

for all pre-planting/site preparation, planting, monitoring and management. 

 

10. References 

 

 Anon., The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), HMSO, London. 
 
 Anon., 2017, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, 
 HMSO, London.  
  
 Anon., 2000, The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000),  HMSO, 
 London. 
 Bright, P., Morris, P., Mitchell-Jones, T., 2006, The Dormouse conservation 
 handbook second edition, English Nature, Peterborough. 
 
 https://landvision.co.uk/hazel-dormouse-how-to-plant-and-create-habitat-for-hazel-
 dormice/ 
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11. I&G Ecological Consulting Legal Disclaimer 

This report was prepared by I&G Ecological Consulting at the instruction of, and for use by, our 

client(s) named on the front of the report. It does not in any way constitute advice to any third 

party who is able to access it by any means. I&G Ecological Consulting excludes to the fullest 

extent lawfully permitted all liability whatsoever for any loss or damage howsoever arising 

from reliance on the contents of this report. We do not however exclude our liability (if any) for 

personal injury or death resulting from our negligence, for fraud or any other matter in relation 

to which we cannot legally exclude liability. 

We confirm that in preparing this Report we have exercised reasonable skill and care, taking 

into  account  the  project  objectives,  the  agreed  scope  of  the  work and  prevailing  site  

conditions. 

Advice in this report is based on the judgement of I&G Ecological Consulting and the 

interpretation of data gathered during the course of their survey on the property named in this 

document. 

The findings and advice given during the course of this survey is provided by employees of I&G 

Ecological Consulting acting only on behalf of I&G Ecological Consulting. 

The employees of I&G may hold other paid employment but none of their advice or work 

undertaken in respect of producing this report refers to any roles or responsibilities held in any 

other employment other than that held at I&G Ecological Consulting. 

All work undertaken in this report is the sole responsibility of I&G Ecological Consulting and 

remains the Intellectual property of I&G until payment in full has been received. Until such 

time as full payment is received this document may be removed from the planning process at 

any time.
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Appendix 1 
 
Plan 1.  Indicative Site Layout with Proposed Planting for Dormouse Mitigation* 
 

 
 
NB. New planting areas may be subject to alteration in line with final Site Layout Plan and 
must be agreed with I&G Ecology/LPA Ecologist. 
 

 


