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Non – Technical Summary 

In November 2017, Archaeology Wales was commissioned by JCR Planning, on behalf of their 

clients V & C Properties Ltd to carry out an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment and site 

visit to determine the archaeological potential of land off Heol Pentre Bach, Gorseinon, 

Swansea (NGR SS 57637 98959). The assessment has been undertaken in advance of the 

submission of a planning application for residential development. 

No registered Historic Landscape, Conservation Area, registered Historic Park & Garden, 

Scheduled Ancient Monument or Listed Building, will be directly or indirectly affected by the 

proposed development.  

The site lies within the Landmap historic landscape area of Lower Loughor and Lliw Valleys 

(SWNSHL571). The value of this landscape is currently unassessed. The proposed 

development will change part of the agricultural element of this landscape, but this will be a 

small percentage on the fringes of this area, which is considered to be a relatively minor 

impact. The site also lies adjacent to the Landmap Historic Landscape of Loughor, Gorseinon 

and Penllergaer (SWNSHL254), the value of which is also currently unassessed. The proposed 

development will effectively extend the boundaries of this landscape, but the scale of this is 

considered to be a relatively minor impact.  

The recorded route of a Roman Road (RR60d-05), considered to be of Medium archaeological 

value, may run through or lie in close proximity to the proposed development site. However, 

research would suggest the potential for remains to exist within the proposed development 

area is low, and therefore the potential impact is considered to be Negligible to Minor. 

Research has also highlighted the presence of remains associated with 19th century quarrying 

or mining activity (HPB01) within the proposed development site, considered to be of Low 

archaeological value. These remains would be removed through development, considered to 

be a Major impact. The potential for remains associated with a post-medieval cottage has also 

been highlighted within the proposed development site (the cottage itself lying outside the 

proposed development area), of Low archaeological value. The proposed development is 

considered to have a Minor to Moderate impact on these potential remains. 

It is recommended that an archaeological watching brief be maintained on development works 

in order to identify and record any evidence of the potential Roman Road, the 19th century 

quarrying activity and potential features associated with the post-medieval cottage. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 In November 2017 Archaeology Wales (AW) was commissioned by JCR Planning, on 

behalf of their clients V & C Properties Ltd, to carry out an archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment of a proposed residential development on land off Heol Pentre Bach, 

Gorseinon, Swansea (NGR SS 57637 98959, Figures 1 - 2, AW Project Number 2394).  

1.2 This assessment has been prepared prior to the submission of a planning application. 

The purpose of the Desk-Based Assessment, which is detailed in the following report, 

is to provide the local planning authority, the City and County of Swansea (CCS) with 

the information they are likely to request in respect of the proposed development, the 

requirements for which are set out in Planning Policy (revised edition 9, 2016), Section 

6.5 and Technical Advice Note (TAN) 24: The Historic Environment (2017). The work 

is to highlight and assess the impact upon standing and buried remains of potential 

archaeological interest and to ensure that they are fully investigated and recorded if they 

are disturbed or revealed as a result of subsequent activities associated with the 

development. 

1.3 Draft development details have been provided by the client, and it is understood that 

planning permission will be sought to develop the site for a total of 31 residential units, 

comprising a mix of open market and affordable house units (Figure 3). The boundary 

of the proposed development area is presented in Figure 2, and the development site 

as a whole comprises approximately 1.77 hectares. 

 

2 Site Description 

2.1 The site is located between Heol Pentre Bach and Gwynfre Road on the west side of 

Gorseinon, centred on SS 57637 98959. Loughor lies circa 1.3km to the southwest, with 

the centre of Swansea lying approximately 9km to the southeast. 

2.2  The site currently comprises an area of pasture, enclosed by mature hedgerows and 

subdivided into two fields by a mature hedgerow running along a distinct east – west 

orientated break of slope. Generally the ground falls from approximately 22mOD in the 

southeast corner to 9mOD along the northern edge, with the pasture becoming poorer 

and wetter as the ground falls below circa 13mOD. Scrub has developed along the 

northern boundaries of the site and in the southwest corner. The site area covers 

approximately 1.77 hectares. 

2.3 The site is bounded to the west and south by further pastoral agricultural land, and the 

to the east by new residential development (in development at the time of writing), 

beyond which lies the modern urban development of Penyrhoel on the west side of 

Gorseinon. To the north the site is bounded by the property and grounds of Pentre Bach 

and a stream running along the northern boundary. This stream feeds the Afon Loughor 

600m to the west of the site, which itself empties into the Burry Inlet and Bristol Channel 

beyond some 6-7km to the southwest. The mean high water level lies within 150m of the 

western edge of the site.  

2.4 The geology of the area proposed for development forms part of the Grovesend 

Formation composed of a mixture of mudstone, siltstones and sandstones. This is overlain 

by Devensian till (BGS 2017). 
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3 Methodology 

3.1 The primary objective of this desk-based assessment is to assess the impact of the 

development proposals on the historic environment. This will help inform future decision 

making, design solutions and potential mitigation strategies. The aim is to make full and 

effective use of existing information in establishing the archaeological significance of the 

site, to elucidate the presence or absence of archaeological material, its character, 

distribution, extent, condition and relative significance. 

3.2 The work includes a comprehensive assessment of regional context within which the 
archaeological evidence rests and aims to highlight any relevant research issues within 
national and regional research frameworks. 

3.3 This report provides information of sufficient detail to allow informed planning decisions 

to be made which can safeguard the archaeological resource. Preservation in situ has 

been advocated where at all possible, but where engineering or other factors could result 

in the loss of archaeological deposits, preservation by record has been recommended. 

3.4 This assessment considers the following: 

a) The nature, extent and degree of survival of archaeological sites, structures, deposits 

and landscapes within the study area through assessment of various readily available 

primary sources:   

 Collation and assessment of all relevant information held in the regional HER at 

GGAT within a 1km radius of the development site; 

 Collation and assessment of all Designated archaeological sites within a 1km radius 

of the development site; 

 Assessment of all available excavation reports and archives including unpublished 

and unprocessed material affecting the site and its setting. 

 Assessment of aerial photographic (AP) and satellite imagery evidence; 

 Assessment of archive records held at the County Archive, the National Library of 

Wales (NLW) and the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in 

Wales (RCAHMW); 

 Records held by the developer e.g. bore-hole logs, geological/geomorphological 

information, aerial photographs, maps, plans, ztv data; 

 Map regression analysis using all relevant cartographic sources e.g. all editions of 

the Ordnance Survey County Series, Tithe and early estate maps (as available); 

 Place-name evidence; 

 Historic documents (e.g. charters, registers, estate papers). 

b) The significance of any remains in their context both regionally and nationally and in     

light of the findings of the desk based study. 

c) The history of the site. 

d) The potential visual impact of any proposed development on the setting of known 

sites of archaeological importance. 
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e) The potential for further archaeological remains to be present, which have not been 

identified in pre-existing archaeological records. 

f) The potential for further work, with recommendations where appropriate for a 

suitable investigative and/or mitigation methodology. 

3.5 In assessing the value of archaeological assets, and the potential impacts upon them by 

the proposed development, the terms and guidance used in the Design Manual for Roads 

and Bridges, Volume 11, Section 3 (Highways England 2007) has been utilised. Values 

are given as: 

 Very High (World Heritage Sites and other sites of international importance); 

 High (Scheduled Monuments, undesignated assets of schedulable quality, 
assets of National importance that can contribute significantly to 
acknowledged national research objectives); 

 Medium (Designated or undesignated assets of Regional importance that 
contribute to regional research objectives); 

 Low (assets of local importance, assets compromised by poor preservation or 
poor survival of contextual associations); 

 Negligible (assets with little or no surviving archaeological interest); 

 Unknown (the importance of the resource has not been ascertained). 

The magnitude of the potential impact on the archaeological assets (which can be either 

positive or negative), is given as: 

 Major (change to most or all key archaeological materials, such that the 
resource is totally altered; comprehensive changes to setting); 

 Moderate (changes to many key archaeological materials, such that the 
resource is clearly modified; considerable changes to setting that affect the 
character of the asset); 

 Minor (changes to key archaeological materials, such that the asset is slightly 
altered; slight changes to setting); 

 Negligible (very minor changes to archaeological materials, or setting); 

 No Change  

3.6 This work conforms to the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment, as produced by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 2014). 

 

4 Archaeological and Historical Background 

4.1 Previous Archaeological Studies 

4.1.1 Part of the site has recently been exposed through the establishment of a site 

compound associated with development works on an adjacent plot. An archaeological 

watching brief was undertaken during these development works (Shobbrook & 

Poucher, forthcoming), which included the monitoring of the site compound strip. The 

strip covered an area in the region of 50m², removing topsoil and ploughsoil deposits 

and exposing natural subsoil across the area. This subsoil consisted of a firm yellowish-
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brown sandy-clay with occasional stone inclusions. No features of archaeological 

interest were noted within this area. 

4.1.2 A number of archaeological investigations have been undertaken along the southern 

edge of the 1km search area around the proposed development site. These 

investigations have been concentrated along the line of a possible Roman Road 

running east from Loughor. These include a watching brief undertaken by Glamorgan-

Gwent Archaeological Trust in 1999 (Robert 1999), another undertaken in 2004 

(Pearson 2004), both in close proximity to St David’s Church. Neither investigation 

identified any features of archaeological interest. A short distance to the west an 

evaluation undertaken by Cambrian Archaeological Projects in 2003 along Castle Street 

and Glebe Road uncovered only deposits of 19th and 20th century date (Anthony 2004).  

 

4.2 The Historic Landscape (Figure 4)  

4.2.1 The proposed development site does not lie within any registered Historic Landscape 

(Cadw, CCW & ICOMOS 1998), nor do any lie within a 1km radius of the site.  

4.2.2 The proposed development site does not lie within any Conservation Areas, nor do any 

lie within a 1km radius of the site. 

4.2.3 The site does not lie within any registered Historic Parks & Gardens, nor do any lie 

within the search area around the site.  

4.2.4 The site lies within the Landmap Historic Landscape of Lower Loughor and Lliw Valleys 

(SWNSHL571). These Landmap areas are not designated landscapes, but contain 

objective and subjective information designed to enable landscape quality to be taken 

into account in decision making. The Lower Loughor and Lliw Valleys covers an area 

of 22.758 square kilometres, comprising a large area of agricultural land surrounding 

Gorseinon to the north, east and south. The overall value of this area is unassessed. 

It is described as an agricultural area with an irregular fieldscape and open areas, 

elements of which may date back to the early medieval period. There was a significant 

19th and early 20th century industrial component that has now largely disappeared, 

although its influence is marked on the settlement pattern of the area. The boundaries 

to this area are somewhat indistinct. 

4.2.5 The Landmap Historic Landscape of Loughor, Gorseinon and Penllegaer (SWNSHL254) 

covers an area of 5.679 square Kilometres immediately to the east of the proposed 

development area. The overall value of this area is also unassessed. It is described as 

a near-continuous block of settlement with associated industrial areas. The Loughor 

component of this area has its origins in the Roman period, succeeded by a medieval 

castle and borough. Then was then little further growth until the 19th century, spurred 

by associated industrial activity. Industrial components are now less important than 

residential ones in this area. 

4.2.6 The Landmap Historic Landscape of North Gower Saltmarsh (SWNSHL368) covers an 

area of 21.367 square Kilometres along the Loughor River and north coast of Gower 

to the west and southwest of the proposed development area. The overall value of 

this area is also unassessed. It comprises an area of unenclosed salt marshes, used in 

part for grazing, with some limited industrial and communications use in the 18th and 
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19th centuries.  

 

4.3 Scheduled Ancient Monuments (Figure 4) 

4.3.1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments are sites considered to be of national importance and 

have statutory protection under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 

1979. No Scheduled Ancient Monument lie within the boundary of the proposed 

development area.  

4.3.2 No Scheduled Ancient Monument lies within the applied search area. 

 

4.4 Listed Buildings (Figure 4) 

4.4.1 No listed buildings lie within the boundary of the proposed development area. 

4.4.2 There are seven Grade II Listed Buildings within the 1km search area around the 

proposed development area. Of these there is a cluster of three lying in the centre of 

Gorseinon 900m to the east, comprising the Church of the Blessed Sacrament (LB 

87524), the Church of Saint Catherine (LB 23260) and a War Memorial in its’ ground 

(LB 26261). Another cluster of three lies 700m to the south on the Loughor Road and 

comprise Capel Moriah (LB 26847), along with its Schoolroom (LB 26848) and gates 

and railings (LB 26849). The final Listed Building lies 780m to the southwest on the 

edge of Loughor, comprising the War Memorial (LB 26850). 

 

4.5 Known Archaeological Remains and Historical Development (Figure 5; 

Appendix I)  

4.5.1 There are 23 sites listed on the HER within 1km of the proposed development site, 

none of which lie within the proposed development area. The closest recorded site 

being Ffynnon Gwlangel (PRN 05213w), a possible holy well, located near the head of a 

small stream circa 40m to the northeast of the site.  The projected line of a Roman road 

has been speculated to pass through the site (no PRN given, road reference RR60d-

05) although this route is indicative only. The full catalogue provided by Glamorgan-

Gwent Archaeological Trust for sites recorded within 1km is included to the rear of this 

report. 

4.5.2 There are also 19 sites listed on the National Monuments Record (NMR) maintained 

by the Royal Commission of Ancient and Historical Monuments Wales (RCAHMW) 

within the same search area. None of these sites lie within the proposed development 

area. Five of these NMR sites are duplicated on the HER records, the remaining sites 

relate largely to 19th and 20th century urban and industrial development in Gorseinon. 

4.5.3 No records of artefacts or coins are recorded within the Portable Antiquities Scheme 

database (www.finds.org.uk) within the proposed development area. Within the wider 

search area the database does record two Roman coins ‘within the Loughor area’. It 

is likely these were recovered closer to the Roman fort of Loughor or the road out to 

the east. 

http://www.finds.org.uk/
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4.5.4 The recorded archaeological sites are briefly described below, according to period, 

where they are incorporated into a summary of the historical development of the area. 

 

 Prehistoric: Palaeolithic (c.450,000 – 10,000 BC), Mesolithic (c.10,000 – 4400 BC), 

Neolithic (4400 BC – 2300 BC), Bronze Age (2300 BC – 700 BC) & Iron Age (700 BC – 

AD 43) 

4.5.5 There is very little evidence of significant prehistoric activity within the locality of the 

proposed development. Mesolithic and Neolithic peat shelf exposures have been 

identified on the banks of the tidal Loughor River at Morfa Bacas around 3km to the 

southwest. The nearest prehistoric activity recorded in the area being a Bronze Age 

round barrow on the edge of Garn Goch over 2km to the east, with possible Neolithic 

finds also recovered from that area. 

4.5.6 Generally therefore, there would appear to be a very low potential for prehistoric 

archaeological sites within the proposed development area.   

 

 Roman (AD 43 – c. AD 410)  

4.5.7 During the Roman period a fort was constructed close to the Loughor estuary, located 

over 2km to the southwest of the site. This fort was built soon after the Roman invasion 

of Britain by the Second Augustan Legion. The Roman occupation of the area is dated 

to circa 75AD, lasting to 120AD. A subsequent reoccupation of the fort is documented 

to have occurred during the late 3rd century AD (Marvel et al 1997). The fort, called 

Leucarum, was built to guard the communication routes passing through the River 

Loughor. A civilian settlement, or vicus, is likely to have grown up around the fort, 

although at present the layout and extent of any such settlement is poorly understood. 

Sporadic Roman-era finds have also been recorded to the east, alongside the main 

access route to the fort (PRNs 00206w, 00211w, 01784w & 01985w) with the 

occasional further outlier (PRN 00207w).  

4.5.8 A road connected Leucarum with other major forts at Neath to the east and 

Carmarthen to the west. The current Loughor/Swansea Road is believed to follow the 

approximate line of this route through Gorseinon, Roman practice camps have been 

found alongside this route. It has been suggested by Rivet and Smith (1981), as 

reported in Sherman & Evans (2004), that the mileages recorded of this route in the 

Antonine Itinerary imply that from Loughor this road (RR60d-05) would have travelled 

northward along the east bank of the Loughor River to an easier river crossing between 

Pontarddulais and Hendy, at around SN 58550 02980. The presence of two castles, 

one on either side of the river, and the location of the church of Llandeilo Talybont (on 

a pilgrimage route), all indicate that this more northerly point was an important river 

crossing during the medieval period. The projected line of this route would pass 

through, or in close proximity to, the proposed development site. However, there is 

no recorded physical evidence of a Roman road following this route along the east 

banks of the river, and neither historic mapping nor aerial photography has suggested 

any evidence of this route within the vicinity of the proposed development area. Some 

early maps, such as Emmanuel Bowen’s map of 1729, depict a relatively direct route 

(currently followed by the B4297 through Bynea) on the opposite banks of the Loughor 
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River to Leucarum, along which lie both medieval sites and suggested Roman activity 

within Llanelli. It is possible therefore that this represents a Roman route, and there 

was a crossing point at Leucarum. 

4.5.9 Overall, despite the lack of physical evidence, there remains the potential for Roman 

archaeological remains along a projected routeway through this area. 

 

 Early Medieval (c. AD 410 – AD 1086) & Medieval (1086 – 1536) 

4.5.10 During the post-Roman, early-medieval period this area lay within the early medieval 

commote/cwmwd of Gower Uwch-coed, which became part of the kingdom of 

Glywysing and then subsequently Morgannwg (Glamorgan) by the 10th century. From 

the late 10th century Gower, along with several neighbouring commotes, formed a 

territory known as Ystrad Tywi, which was fought over by the neighbouring kingdoms 

of Deheaubarth (to the west) and Morgannwg (to the east), and it frequently changed 

hands between the two before settling as part of the kingdom of Deheubarth after 

1081. It is during this period of unrest in the 10th century that Gorseinon supposedly 

got its name. The traditional story tells of a battle between Meredith and Eynon ap 

Owain ap Hywel Dda in the 980s or 990s. Versions would appear to differ, but either 

Eynon rested his troops or was killed in an area of marshy ground (Gors) in the vicinity, 

and the area was subsequently known as Gors-Eynon.  

4.5.11 There is no recorded physical evidence of activity in the vicinity of the proposed 

development area during the early medieval period. There is the possibility of 

continued activity in the Loughor area, suggested by a post-Roman Ogham inscription 

on a Roman altar stone (PRN 00206w). The stone was recovered from near Glebe 

Road, which is believed to follow the line of the Roman road, around 700m to the 

south of the proposed development area. 

4.5.12 The Normans arrived in 1093, and led a successful invasion of the area, establishing a 

castle on the site of the former Roman fort in Loughor by the early 12th century. After 

the Norman invasion the area became known as Gower Supraboscus. Settlement was 

probably established close to the castle in Loughor but the area around the proposed 

development site is likely to have been relatively remote from the settlement. Its 

location between the later Loughor Common to the east and saltmarsh along the 

Loughor River to the west may indicate this area was relatively remote hinterland.  

4.5.13 In the mid-12th century much of the surrounding land was granted by Henry de Villiers 

to Neath Abbey, who established the centre of their grange at Cwrt-y-carnau some 

1.5km to the north of the proposed development site. The boundary of the monastic 

land however may have been the stream along the northern edge of the site as this 

formed the parish boundary between Loughor to the south and Llandeilo Talybont to 

the north and east, with the monastic land concentrated in Llandeilo Talybont. A short 

distance to the northeast of the site lies Ffynnon Gwlangel (PRN 05213w), the site of 

a possible holy well at the head of the small stream that forms the northern boundary 

to the site. It is possible that this represents a medieval site, although other than a 

mention by Jones (1954) there appears to be little reference to this site. 

4.5.14 Generally there would appear to be a very low potential for early medieval or medieval 

archaeological remains within the proposed development area. 
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 Post-Medieval (1536 – 1899) & Modern (1900 – present day) 

4.5.15 During the post-medieval period there is likely to have been a gradual expansion of 

agricultural activity across this area, with historic mapping indicating that land was 

being reclaimed from the saltmarsh to the west and the extensive Loughor Common 

to the east by the later post-medieval period. Evidence of some of the small 

farmhouses and farmsteads that would have spread through the area can still be seen. 

To the north lies Gwyn Faen (PRN 01935w), one of the larger farmsteads in this area. 

The main house is currently mid-19th century, but agricultural activity and settlement 

is likely to have a longer history at that location. The ruinous remains of smaller 

agricultural dwellings are still known, or have been recorded in the local area, such as 

the former Pentre-bach to the north, and Pen-y-Cae to the southeast (Shobbrook & 

Poucher, forthcoming). 

4.5.16 By the early 19th century industrial concerns were beginning to spread throughout the 

area as the locally available coal reserves began to be exploited in earnest. The HER 

records a number of mining concerns in the area (PRNs 01196w, 01266w, 01267w & 

01268w) along with associated tramways and railways (PRNs 01208w & 01418w). 

These mining concerns appear to have peaked during the 19th century, with few 

surviving long into the 20th century. A number of quarry sites are also recorded (PRNs 

01257w & 01291w), a forge (PRN 01203w) and larger industrial concerns such as the 

Loughor Zinc Works (PRN 00827w). This is indicative of a marked increase in industrial 

activity that in turn led to a rapid expansion of the local population, with a move away 

from isolated rural settlement to larger nucleated settlements such as Gorseinon itself. 

4.5.17 Gorseinon continued its urban expansion throughout the 20th century, despite the 

decline of local industry. By the later 20th century the fields to the east of the proposed 

development site come under extensive modern residential development. 

4.5.18 Although no specific sites have previously been recorded within the proposed 

development area, given the nature of agricultural and industrial development in the 

area during the post-medieval period there is the potential that archaeological features 

relating to such activity may exist within this area. 

  

5 Map Regression (Figures 6 & 7) 

5.1 Ordnance Survey original surveyors drawings, Swansea 1813 

5.1.1 One of the earliest maps to depict the site in any detail is the early 19th century 

Ordnance Survey drawings. This area was mapped in 1813, and it shows a landscape 

of enclosed agricultural land between the open ground of Loughor Common to the 

east, and the tidal marshes of Morfa Gwenfen to the west. The site would appear to 

occupy some of this enclosed agricultural land, lying between a small settlement to 

the north centred on Gwyn-faen but extending as far as ‘Dyffryn’ (the current Pentre-

bach), and a farmstead to the south called Pencae mawr. No specific features are 

marked within the proposed development area, although the map does lack fine detail. 

5.1.2 Looking at the wider landscape the enclosure pattern around the proposed 

development would appear to suggest land reclaimed from the marshes and common, 
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and is therefore likely to be post-medieval land enclosure. Coal mining activity is also 

labelled in the area, specifically on the edge of the common to the southeast of the 

proposed development area. 

 

5.2 Tithe map Loughor Parish, 1839 (Figure 6)  

5.2.1 The tithe map records the site in more detail, showing for the first time a reasonably 

accurate depiction of the field boundaries and buildings in the local area. The proposed 

development area is depicted, as it is today, as two fields, bounded by a stream to the 

north. Both fields are marked in the accompanying tithe apportionments as being part 

of the Pencae farm and lands, owned by William Edmonds, but farmed by William 

Morris. Pencae farmhouse itself lies in a neighbouring field to the southeast, which 

recent archaeological investigations (Shobbrook & Poucher, forthcoming) have shown 

to be a relatively small, simple, part domestic, part agricultural building. 

5.2.2 A building is also marked immediately to the north of the northern boundary to the 

site, alongside to the Gwynfre Road. The enclosure within which it sits still appears to 

belong to the Pencae lands, however it lies directly opposite a building over the road 

described in the apportionments as Pentrebach house, owned by the Reverend 

Thomas Philpots but occupied by David Rees, and the map is simply labelled as ‘Pentre 

bach’ adjacent to both buildings.  

5.2.3 No specific features of interest are marked within the proposed development site. The 

field boundaries that define the site would appear to be sub-divisions of a larger 

original field enclosure. 

 

5.3 Ordnance Survey County Series 1st Edition 1877-9, 1:2500 (Figure 7) 

5.3.1 The detailed Ordnance Survey map of the later 19th century shows little overall change 

within the proposed development area. However, the central field boundary, which 

crosses the site from east to west, is depicted as a straight-sided channel that links 

with an apparent (but unlabelled) quarry to the east. The function of the channel is 

uncertain. It may represent some form of access to or from the quarry, potentially 

connecting to the river to the west although the channel would appear to stop at the 

western field boundary defining the western edge of the proposed development site. 

It may represent a quarried rock seam, or potentially even an exploratory mining level. 

These features are not depicted on the previous tithe map, and the quarry itself 

appears to have been imposed over field boundaries to the east, suggesting a mid to 

later 19th century feature. 

5.3.2 A footpath is also depicted for the first time, although it may have been in use for 

some time prior to the creation of the map. It runs along the eastern edge of the 

proposed development area, before crossing the northern part in a southeast – 

northwest direction, to link up with the Gwynfre Road. Otherwise no further specific 

features of interest are marked within the proposed development area.  

5.3.3 Further afield encroachment of agricultural land continues across Loughor Common, 

and further collieries are also established. Presumably associated with the increasing 

agricultural and industrial activity in the area, settlement appears to be increasing, 
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largely as dispersed farmsteads and dwellings although a row of terraced cottages 

(Banfield’s Cottages) have been built to the southwest. Pen-y-cae is still depicted to 

the southeast, as is Pentre-bach to the north, although a distinction is now made 

between the two opposing buildings on the Gwynfre Road. One is labelled Pentre-

bach, the other Ty Coch. Dyffryn (the current Pentre-bach) is also depicted on the 

opposite banks of the stream to the north. 

 

5.4 Ordnance Survey County Series 2nd Edition 1898, 1:2500  

5.4.1 At the end of the 19th century the channel from the quarry, and indeed the boundary 

that sub-divides the proposed development area, is no longer depicted. The quarry to 

the east also appears to have gone out of use with its former access track to the south 

now depicted as a footpath, which traverses the former quarry site to give access to 

Dyffryn and the Gwynfre Road to the north. The three dwellings of Dyffryn, Pentre-

bach and Ty-coch are still depicted to the north, and Pen-y-cae to the south. No further 

features of specific interest are marked within the proposed development area. 

 

5.5 Ordnance Survey County Series 3rd Edition 1916, 1:2500 

5.5.1 This map of 1916 depicts the central field boundary within the proposed development 

area, but again gives no indication of the former channel that defined it. The quarry 

to the east is now labelled as ‘old quarry’, confirming it is no longer in use. No specific 

features of interest are shown within the proposed development area. 

5.5.2 Expanding settlement activity is now concentrated along Borough Road, Bryn Road 

and Frampton Road to the south and east, which appears to have led to a move away 

from the more dispersed older rural dwellings. To the north of the site Dyffryn is still 

labelled, but neither Pentre-bach, nor Ty-coch are labelled, suggesting they may have 

been abandoned. Similarly Pen-y-cae to the southeast is also no longer labelled. 

 

5.6 Ordnance Survey County Series 1935, 1:2500 

5.6.1 No change is noted within the proposed development area on the map of 1935. To 

the north Dyffryn now appears to have adopted the ‘Pentre-bach’ name, and a well to 

the east (which has been marked as a well since the 1877-9 Ordnance Survey map) is 

now labelled as Ffynnon Gwythangel. The former dwelling of Pentre bach appears to 

be ruinous, with a new building established adjacent to it. This would appear to be 

open-sided, and presumably represents an agricultural shed. The former dwelling of 

Ty-coch is no longer depicted, and Pen-y-cae appears ruinous to the southeast. To the 

east the extensive settlement of Gorseinon has now been established all across the 

former Loughor Common. 

 

5.7 Ordnance Survey plan 1958-9, 1:2500 

5.7.1 By the mid-20th century the internal field boundaries within the proposed development 

area have been adjusted once more. The main southern field has been subdivided by 
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a north – south orientated field boundary, and the east – west field boundary appears 

altered and straightened. The northern boundary to the site has also been pushed 

northward, with a range of buildings now established immediately to the north. These 

buildings are unlabelled and may therefore still represent agricultural buildings. No 

further features of specific interest are marked within the proposed development area. 

 

5.8 Ordnance Survey plan 1971, 1:2500 

5.8.1 The north-south field boundary has been removed, otherwise no change is noted. 

 

5.9 Ordnance Survey plan 1986-8, 1:2500 

5.9.1 No change is noted within the proposed development site. Fields to the west and south 

have been amalgamated.  

 

6 Aerial Photographs and Lidar (Figure 8) 

6.1 Aerial Photos 

6.1.1 A search for aerial photographs of the area produced more than 20 images. While 

most images depicted the area proposed for development clearly, the aerial images 

did not evidence further detail of archaeological interest than that obtained through 

cartographic/written sources.  

6.1.2 A series of images were taken by the Royal Air Force in the 1940s and 1950s, the more 

detailed of which (from 1946) is reproduced in Figure 8. Within this image a small 

building appears at the northern edge of the proposed development area, although 

this would appear to be a small temporary agricultural structure as it does not appear 

on subsequent aerial photographs. The buildings depicted on the mid-20th century 

mapping immediately to the north were also in place by the time of this aerial photo, 

and they do appear agricultural in nature, with open access to the fields to the south. 

A small building is shown on the site of the former Pentre-bach dwelling, possibly re-

using the ruins of the former dwelling as an agricultural shed. A former, removed, field 

boundary is indicated within the northern field, running north – south down the centre. 

There is also an indication on this map that the main southern field has been ploughed.  

6.1.3 Aerial photographs of the 1960s and 1970s show little further detail or change. An 

aerial photograph of 1981 shows that the east – west field boundary appears 

incomplete, with open access between the northern and southern fields. The fields 

also appear open to an adjacent field to the northeast. By the 1990s the agricultural 

buildings to the north appear to have been abandoned, with the area around them 

becoming scrub-covered. No further changes or specific features of interest are noted 

on subsequent aerial photographs or satellite images, the area appears to be used as 

somewhat marginal pastoral land. 
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6.2 Lidar  

6.2.1 Lidar data at 0.5m DTM is available for the site area. The east – west channel depicted 

on the 1877-9 Ordnance Survey map is visible, running as far as the western boundary 

of the site but no further, whilst extending eastward toward the site of the former 

quarry. The presence of the removed field boundary that divided the northern field 

into two is also confirmed, but no further features of specific interest are depicted. 

 

7 Site Visit (Photos 1 – 14) 

7.1 A site visit was undertaken on the 5th December 2017. Conditions were broken cloud 

with occasional light rain, but with good visibility.  

7.2 The site was subdivided into two fields, accessed from Gwynfe Road in the northwest 

corner. The larger southern field occupied a slightly raised elevation, with ground 

falling gently to the north. The field of pasture was bounded by banks topped with 

post and wire fencing and grown-out hedgerows. The majority of the field had however 

been partially developed in associated with the adjacent ongoing development to the 

east. The main central area of the field had been stripped of topsoil, with subsoil 

deposits exposed. Hardcore had then been spread across the area and a site 

compound established. The groundwork had been observed during the archaeological 

watching brief on the neighbouring development (Shobbrook & Poucher, forthcoming) 

with no archaeological features noted. 

7.3 The lower field to the north sloped more steadily down to the north, enclosing relatively 

rough grass pasture. The boundary between the fields was formed by a bank, with a 

steep northern edge and flat top, up to 1.2m high above the level of the lower northern 

field, but relatively level with the southern field. Sporadic trees grew along the bank, 

but the eastern end of the bank was covered in dense undergrowth. Along the northern 

edge of the bank ran an infilled ditch, up to 2m wide. To the east both bank and ditch 

faded out before the eastern field boundary, with open access between the northern 

and southern fields. To the west the bank ended at the western field boundary, the 

ditch turned to run along the eastern edge of the western field boundary, there was 

no indication of any earthworks continuing into the neighbouring field. As the ditch ran 

along the western boundary it was 1m wide, and had become partially choked but still 

appeared to function, draining down to the north. The field boundary alongside it was 

a steep-sided bank up to 1.1m high, topped by the occasional mature tree and post 

and wire fencing. 

7.4 Within the field, other than the field access points, there is no physical indication of 

the footpath that crosses the site. No further earthworks or features of specific 

archaeological interest were noted within the proposed development area. 

7.5 The southern field offered relatively good vantage points for the surrounding area, 

with modern development visible to the east, as well as to the south although these 

views were broken by vegetation. Woodland lay across the lower ground to the north 

before the ground rose obscuring views northward. The most extensive views were to 

the northwest, across the Loughor and its associated saltmarshes. 
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7.6 To the north the field (and proposed development area) was bounded by a post and 

wire fence and band of thick undergrowth. Beyond which the scrub-covered remains 

of a stone-built structure were visible, presumably representing the remains of the 

original Pentre-bach, and would appear to be a small cottage-type structure. The steel 

frame of a former agricultural building lay immediately to the northeast. The current 

Pentre-bach lies to the each, and consists of a small two-storey farmhouse, that is at 

least in part brick-built. A range of mixed stone and brick built farm buildings extend 

to the west. The site of Ffynnon Gwythangel (PRN 05213w) was visited, but there are 

no structural remains evident. The given location, which corresponds to the mapped 

location on the 1935 Ordnance Survey map, lies under the current footpath, with 

embanked material from modern residential development to the east, and artificial 

culverts along the stream line to the west, suggesting any structural remains may have 

been disturbed. The site of the nearby quarry depicted on late 19th century Ordnance 

Survey maps has clearly been infilled, but forms an open grassed area within the 

surrounding residential development. An electrical sub-station has been built on part 

of the site. 

 

 8 Impact Assessment 

8.1 Assessment of Archaeological Potential and Importance 

8.1.1 As stated in section 4.5.8, the conjectured line of a Roman Road (RR60d-05) crosses, 

or lies in close proximity to the proposed development area. No physical evidence of 

this route has however been uncovered, and a large area of the southern field has 

recently been stripped to subsoil levels under archaeological observation (Shobbrook 

& Poucher, forthcoming), with no archaeological features present. The potential for 

remains of a Roman road to exist within the proposed development area therefore 

appears to be low. If remains should exist however, they would be considered to be 

of Medium (Regional) archaeological value, particularly as they wold prove the 

existence of a route that has hitherto just been conjectured.   

8.1.2 As stated in section 5.3.1 & 7.3, historic map sources indicate the site is traversed by 

a channel associated with a 19th century quarry to the east, now visible as a bank and 

ditch (HPB01). The function of this channel is uncertain, although clearly 19th century 

in date, it may be related to either quarrying or potentially mining activity. There is a 

high potential for remains of this feature to exist below-ground, which is considered 

to be of Low (Local) archaeological value.  

8.1.3 As stated in section 5 & 7.6, the remains of a small post-medieval cottage lies a short 

distance to the north, the original Pentre-bach (HPB02). Although the main dwelling is 

clearly outside the proposed development area, recent work undertaken on a similar 

dwelling (Pen-y-cae) in an adjacent development found that a number of features 

associated with the dwelling survived below-ground, including boundary features, 

drainage and pathways. There is therefore the moderate potential for associated post-

medieval remains to exist below-ground; such remains would be considered to be of 

Low (Local) value. 
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8.2 Previous Impacts 

8.2.1 The site comprised largely marginal pastoral land. Although some ploughing, and 

readjusting of field boundaries, is known on the site it is anticipated that disturbance 

is relatively minimal and therefore potential archaeological preservation may be 

relatively good. 

8.2.2 Post-medieval excavations are however indicated across the east – west field boundary 

sub-dividing the site, although this activity in itself is of some archaeological interest 

(see 8.1.2). Recently a large area in the main southern field has been machine-stripped 

to natural subsoil levels for the establishment of a site compound associated with the 

neighbouring development. This work was however undertaken under archaeological 

watching brief conditions, and no archaeological features were noted. 

 

8.3 Potential Impacts of the Proposed Development 

8.3.1 The proposed development includes the construction of approximately 31 residential 

units, along with associated infrastructure, across the whole of the proposed 

development area. Any of the following activities associated with the proposed 

development could therefore expose, damage or destroy archaeological remains: 

 Enabling works, such as the installation of the contractor’s compound, construction 

of access roads, parking areas, storage areas, borrow pits and associated services; 

 Landscaping and terracing works, including the removal of previous field boundaries 

and earthworks; 

 Surface stripping and levelling; 

 Construction of roads and infrastructure; 

 Foundation excavations; 

 Service installation. 

 Any other ground disturbing works 

8.3.2 The proposed development also has the potential to generate indirect (visual) effects 

on archaeological sites, such as altering the visual setting or tranquillity of the sites 

and landscapes. 

 

 Historic Landscapes  

8.3.3 No registered Historic Landscape, Conservation Area or Historic Park & Garden will be 

directly or indirectly affected by the proposed development.  

8.3.4 The site lies within the Landmap Historic Landscape of Lower Loughor and Lliw Valleys 

(SWNSHL571), the overall value of which is unassessed. This is a largely agricultural 

area, the proposed development will therefore remove this characteristic from this 

area. However, the historic landscape as a whole covers an extensive area, and the 

loss of a relatively small area on the fringe will have only a Minor impact.   

8.3.5 The site also lies in close proximity to two further Landmap Historic Landscape areas, 

that of Loughor, Gorseinon and Penllergaer (SWNSHL254) and North Gower Saltmarsh 

(SWNSHL368). The proposed development will effectively extend the area of Loughor, 

Gorseinon and Penllergaer (SWNSHL254), which has been drawn around urban and 
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associated industrial limits. The small area included however will have only a Minor 

impact on the historic landscape as a whole. There will be no impact on the North 

Gower Saltmarsh (SWNSHL368). 

 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments  

8.3.6 No Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) will be directly or indirectly affected by the 

proposed development.  

  

Listed Buildings 

8.3.7 No listed buildings will be directly affected by the proposed development.  

8.3.8 There are seven Grade II listed buildings included within the 1km search area around 

the proposed development area. These buildings however lie within densely packed 

urban areas, with no physical, visual or historical links to the proposed development 

area. There will therefore be no indirect impact on any Listed Buildings.  

  

 Non-designated Archaeological Sites 

8.3.9 There are three sites of potential archaeological interest identified within the bounds 

of the proposed development area, as discussed in section 8.1. These features may 

be directly impacted upon by the proposed development. 

8.3.10 Although the route of a possible Roman road (RR60d-05) has been postulated within 

or in relatively close proximity to the proposed development area, as no evidence of 

this feature has come to light here the potential for remains to exist within the site are 

considered to be low. The potential impact on these remains is therefore considered 

to be Negligible to Minor.  

8.3.11 A 19th century channel (HPB01) associated with quarrying, and potentially mining, 

activity has been identified within the site area, considered to be of Low archaeological 

value. This feature will be removed through the development of the site, therefore the 

potential impact on these remains is considered to be Major.  

8.3.12 The potential for features associated with a post-medieval cottage (HPB02) has been 

identified within the proposed development area. The proposed development has the 

potential to impact on any such remains, should they exist, dependent on the extent 

of groundworks in its vicinity. Due to the uncertain nature of these remains the 

potential impact is considered to be Minor to Moderate.   
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9 Conclusions 

9.1 Impacts on Designated Assets 

9.1.1 No registered Historic Landscape, Conservation Areas or Historic Park & Garden will 

be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed development.  

9.1.2 The site lies within the Landmap Historic Landscape of Lower Loughor and Lliw Valleys 

(SWNSHL571), the value of which is currently unassessed. The development will 

impact upon this area by removing some agricultural elements, but given the overall 

size of the area and fringe location, the proposed development is likely to have a 

relatively minor impact on this landscape. 

9.1.3 The site also lies adjacent to the Landmap Historic Landscape of Loughor, Gorseinon 

and Penllergaer (SWNSHL254), the value of which is also currently unassessed. The 

development will effectively become part of this landscape, increasing its boundaries. 

This however is considered to be a relatively minor impact on the landscape as a 

whole. 

9.1.4 No Scheduled Ancient Monument will be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed 

development. 

9.1.5 No listed building will be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed development.  

 

9.2 Impacts on Non-designated Assets 

9.2.1 There is the potential for archaeological remains associated with a Roman Road 

(RR60d-05) to be located within the proposed development area, of Medium 

archaeological value. This potential is however considered to be low due to the lack of 

evidence from cartographic and aerial sources, a site visit, and groundworks 

undertaken in the southern field. The impact of the proposed development is therefore 

considered to be Negligible to Minor.  

9.2.2 There are known remains associated with 19th century quarrying, or potential mining, 

activity (HPB01) within the proposed development site, of Low archaeological value. 

The proposed development is however likely to remove these remains, the impact and 

these remains is therefore considered to be Major.  

9.2.3 There is the potential for features associated with a post-medieval cottage (HPB02) to 

extend into the proposed development area, of Low archaeological value. The 

proposed development is considered to have a Minor to Moderate impact on these 

remains. 
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 Table 1: Sites of archaeological interest affected by the proposed development 

Reference Site Name Site Type Value Magnitude of 

Impact 

SWNSHL571 Lower Loughor and 

Lliw Valleys 

Landmap Historic 

Landscape Area 

Unknown Minor 

SWNSHL254 Loughor, Gorseinon 

and Penllergaer 

Landmap Historic 

Landscape Area 

Unknown Minor 

RR60d-05 Loughor-Carmarthen Roman Road Medium Negligible - 

Minor 

HPB01 - 19th century 

quarrying activity 

Low Major 

HPB02 Pentre-bach Post-medieval 

cottage – associated 

features 

Low Minor - 

Moderate 

 

  

9.3 Mitigation 

9.3.1 The impact of the proposed development on below-ground remains of 19th century 

quarrying activity and features associated with a post-medieval cottage (HPB01 & 

HPB02), although of Low archaeological value, may nevertheless require some form 

of archaeological mitigation to ensure their preservation by record during proposed 

development works. Similarly, the potential for the existence of a Roman Road (RR60d-

05) in the proposed development area is considered to be low, but any remains would 

be considered to be of a greater (Medium) value, which would require archaeological 

mitigation to identify and record any such remains should they exist. Therefore an 

archaeological watching brief may be considered appropriate mitigation to investigate 

and record any such remains revealed during groundworks. 
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Figure 8: Aerial image
from the Royal Air
Force, 1946. 
Approximte location 
of proposed site 
marked in red.   



 

Photo 1: General view across site, from the entrance on Gwynfe Road. View Southeast. 

 

 

 

Photo 2: General view across northern field. View Northwest. 

 



 

Photo 3: General view across southern field, showing the site compound within the field associated 

with the adjacent development. View East. 

 

 

Photo 4: Closer view of the site development within the southern field. View Northeast. 



 

Photo 5: View along the edge of the site compound, demonstrating the depth of the stripping work. 

View north. 

 

 

Photo 6: General viewpoint from the higher ground in the southern field. Looking Northwest over 

the western boundary, across agricultural land and the saltmarshes of the Loughor River beyond. 



 

Photo 7: View along the remains of the quarrying feature (HPB01) constituting the east – west field 

boundary across the site. Represented by the bank on the right, and an infilled ditch within which 

the tree is growing. View East. 

 

Photo 8: As above, with 1m scale. 

 



 

Photo 9: View from the opposite end of feature HPB01, showing dense scrub cover. View West. 

 

 

 

Photo 10: General view from the site entrance on Gwynfe Road up the western boundary, showing 

the ditch that connects to feature HPB01. View South. 1m scale. 

 



 

Photo 11: The remains of the original Pentre-bach cottage (HPB02) with the proposed development 

site beyond (the scrub/hedge boundary marks the edge of the site). View South. 

 

 

Photo 12: Alternate view of the remains of the original Pentre-bach cottage (HPB02). View 

Southwest. 



 

Photo 13: View of the current Pentre-bach (originally known as Dyffryn) from within the proposed 

development area. View Northeast. 

 

 

Photo 14: View of the site of the former 19th century quarry associated with the quarrying feature 

recorded within the proposed development site (HPB01). The quarry remains are infilled, but the 

site remains undeveloped. View Southeast. 

 

 

 



APPENDIX I:
HER Gazetteer

Archaeology
Wales 



GLAMORGAN GWENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD
ENQUIRY REPORT - CORE RECORDS

Enquiry reference number: 5698
Prepared by: Calli Rouse, Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust

Produced for: Phil Poucher, Archaeology Wales
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Search criteria

1km radius of NGR SS 57637 98959

PRN 00206w NAME ROMAN ALTAR FROM LOUGHOR NGR SS57539816 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Early Medieval, Inscribed stone, RANK: 1

Roman, altar, RANK: 1
SUMMARY A Roman altar found at Loughor, reinscibed in Ogham, presumably giving a personal name.

DESCRIPTION A Roman altar found at Loughor, reinscibed in Ogham, presumably giving a personal name. 5th or
6th century (RCAHMW 1976, 37, no. 845).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 2004

STATUS Scheduled Monument GM165 
CROSS REFERENCES Same as G76

SOURCES
Book RCAHMW 1976 An inventory of the Ancient monuments in Glamorgan, I, iii: The Early Christian period

Book Redknap, M and Lewis, J M 2007 A corpus of Early medieval inscribed stones and stone sculpture in Wales. vol
1: South-east Wales and the English border
Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

PRN 00207w NAME ROMAN COIN FROM GORSEINON NGR SS58499902 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Roman, Findspot, RANK: 1
SUMMARY A rare variety - of Antoninus Pius in good condition.

DESCRIPTION Found in foundation of hospital 1932. A rare variety - of Antoninus Pius in good condition.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
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CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES

Arch Camb Vol 91 1936 p311

PRN 00211w NAME ROMAN QUERNS FROM LOUGHOR NGR SS57479812 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Roman, Findspot, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Two very fine querns found when altering Loughor Road near the Rectory.

DESCRIPTION Two very fine querns found when altering Loughor Road near the Rectory, deposited at the Royal
Institution of South Wales. The fragments of two other querns were also discovered (Morgan 1899, 21).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Associated with 01784w, Associated with 05305w

SOURCES
Book Llewellyn Morgan, W 1899 An antiquarian survey of east Gower GG.9341.MOR

PRN 00827w NAME LOUGHOR ZINC WORKS NGR SS56909840 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Zinc works, RANK: 1
SUMMARY The remains of Loughor zinc smelting works consist of furnaces and passages below ground and on the

surface some ruinous stone walls. It was in production only briefly in the early part of the 19 century.

DESCRIPTION Although some have concluded that Richard Pengree, who had interests in brass and copper in
London and Swansea in the late 18 century, had a short-lived zinc enterprise at Loughor, this seems not to be proven.
In 1825 advertisements in "The Cambrian" refer to a "newly erected zinc or spelter works on the banks of the river
Bury or Loughor, navigable for vessels of 200tons burden up to the works. The buildings, which are substantially built
of stone, with a copper roof, supported by iron rafters, etc are very spacious and contain 13 large furnaces, with the
pots and other requisites, for the manufacturer of spelter together with the smith's shop and pottery. Also 2 fields
containing a Brickyard, kiln, and the necessary implements. There are now upon the premises about 900 tons of
calamine and Black Jack. This property is to be disposed of in consequence of dissolution of partnership." In 1832-3
zinc and pyrolignous acid were produced on a small scale here. Folk Memory: An octogenarian living in mumbles
recalls that the firm was German and brought the iron for the roof from Germany. This iron was brought by Thomas
Lewis and Sons, Gorseinon, around 1900, & ca. 1925 was used to make a sand furnace at Bryngwyn steelworks. There
are said to have been tunnels or culverts from the works towards Broadoak colliery, which may be visible. There was
apparently difficulty in getting materials up the river to the works. The remains of Loughor zinc smelting works consist
of furnaces and passages below ground and on the surface some ruinous stone walls. It was in production only briefly
in the early part of the 19c. The site is now totally obliterated under an area of grass at the edge of a housing estate.
The only possible remnant visible is a stretch of walling along the southern edge of the scheduled area about 35m in
length and just over 1m in height, with a straight joint about halfway along. (Ancient Monuments Record Form) Its
buildings and flues were some of the most complete to survive into the 1980s. Probably 8 furnaces in 2 rows above
openings in the tunnels indicated on the plan and section. (Hughes 2000) The surface buildings are rather derelict and
ordinary looking, but underground are the remains of the furnaces and chambers used in the "English" method of
downward distillation. Rare, perhaps unique, example of a building intended for this process. (SWWIAS member R. O.
Roberts)

CONDITION
CONDITION: Damaged DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Same as 34096

SOURCES
Book Hughes, S 2000 Copperopolis GG.9111.HUG

Document Cadw Cadw Scheduled Ancient Monument Record

PRN 00992w NAME ST MICHAELS CHURCH NGR SS57359899 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Church, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Built 1185 Victorian Gothic
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DESCRIPTION Built 1185 Victorian Gothic

CONDITION
CONDITION: Intact DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1980

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Associated with 223w

SOURCES

01/mm mention/Lliw Valley BC//1980/Listed Building List/

PRN 00993w NAME Post Medieval House, Lwchwr NGR SS57709807 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, House, RANK: 1
SUMMARY A small thatched house with two heated rooms with a gabled fireplace.

DESCRIPTION A small house with two rooms circa 1800. Both rooms were heated, the larger room having a gable
fireplace. Access to the attic rooms was by a ladder stair. Originally had a thatched roof with straw matting on the
underside.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Same as 19071

SOURCES

PRN 01196w NAME Broadoak Pit NGR SS57009845 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Mine, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Broadoak field was leased for mining in 1824, and development of the Broadoak Pit/Colliery occurred

during the rest of the decade. In 1835, it was taken over by the Loughor colliery company; explosions occurred in 1830
and 1897. No further information is currently available (GGAT Site Record 1981).

DESCRIPTION Broadoak field was leased for mining in 1824, and development of the Broadoak Pit/Colliery
occurred during the rest of the decade. In 1835, it was taken over by the Loughor colliery company; explosions
occurred in 1830 and 1897. No further information is currently available (GGAT Site Record 1981).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Document Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Site Record (Marginal Land Survey)

PRN 01202w NAME SITE NAME NOT KNOWN NGR SS57159870 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Lime kiln, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Post-medieval manorial lime kilns shown on 1841 Loughor tithe map

DESCRIPTION Manorial lime kilns

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
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PRN 01203w NAME Forge, Gorseinon NGR SS57959860 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Post-Medieval, Forge, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval forge situated within Gorseinon. No further information is currently

available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval forge situated within Gorseinon. No further information is
currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES

PRN 01208.0w NAME LLWCHWR MINERAL RAILWAY NGR SS57089874 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Tramway, RANK: 1
SUMMARY FORMER B20: Mineral railway from Broadoak to the docks south of Loughor station. In 1981 it was

surviving as a track along the river front, with a cutting (SS56339806-SS5623) surviving although overgrown and filled
with rubbish.

DESCRIPTION 0FORMER B20: Mineral railway from Broadoak to the docks south of Loughor station. In 1981 it
was surviving as a track along the river front, with a cutting (SS56339806-SS5623) surviving although overgrown and
filled with rubbish.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1997

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES

/PM MAP/OS///1900;1907/6" 2nd ED/SHEETS XIV SW/*

PRN 01257w NAME Quarry, Lwchwr NGR SS58159817 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Quarry, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval quarry situated within Llwchwr. The 3rd edition OS map depicts the

area as a small earthworks. No further information is currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval quarry situated within Llwchwr. The 3rd edition OS map depicts
the area as a small earthworks. No further information is currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 3rd Edition OS map 6"

PRN 01266w NAME Unnamed Colliery near New Lodge NGR SS58459854 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Post-Medieval, Colliery, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Only appears on OS Map 1899 already disused. Consists of a shaft and possibly a building.

DESCRIPTION Only appears on OS Map 1899 already disused. Consists of a shaft and possibly a building.

CONDITION
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CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition OS map 6"

PRN 01267w NAME Mine, Llwchwr NGR SS56909831 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Mine, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval mine situated within Llwchwr. The 2nd edition OS map depicts the

area as with an air shaft. No further information is currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval mine situated within Llwchwr. The 2nd edition OS map depicts
the area as with an air shaft. No further information is currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1981

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition OS map 6"

PRN 01268w NAME Mine, Llwchwr NGR SS57829853 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Mine, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval mine situated within Llwchwr. The mine is not visible on the 1st- 3rd

edition OS maps; no further information is currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval mine situated within Llwchwr. The mine is not visible on the 1st-
3rd edition OS maps; no further information is currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1981

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition OS map 6"

Map Ordnance Survey 1st Edition OS map 6"
Map Ordnance Survey 3rd Edition OS map 6"

PRN 01291w NAME Quarry, Gorseinon NGR SS58439953 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Post-Medieval, Quarry, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval quarry situated within Gorseinon. The 3rd edition OS map depicts

the area as an 'Old Quarry'. No further information is currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval quarry situated within Gorseinon. The 3rd edition OS map
depicts the area as an 'Old Quarry'. No further information is currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 3rd Edition OS map 6"
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PRN 01371w NAME Y TY ROWND NGR SS57139821 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Toll house, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval Toll house entitled 'Y Ty Rownd' situated within the community of

Llwchwr. The 1st edition OS map depicts the area as a small structure within Stonyland. No further information is
currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval Toll house entitled 'Y Ty Rownd' situated within the community
of Llwchwr. The 1st edition OS map depicts the area as a small structure within Stonyland. No further information is
currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Map Ordnance Survey 1st Edition OS map 6"

PRN 01418.0w NAME Llwchwr Mineral Railway NGR SS57809845 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Post-Medieval, Tramway, RANK: 1
SUMMARY FORMER B23: Dismantled mineral railway branching from B22 in Loughor, which has since become

Pengry Road, named after Pengree a pit owner of the 18th C who had several coal workings in the town. By the 2nd
decade of the 19thC most of the pits had closed.

DESCRIPTION FORMER B23: Dismantled mineral railway branching from B22 in Loughor, which has since
become Pengry Road, named after Pengree a pit owner of the 18th C who had several coal workings in the town. By
the 2nd decade of the 19thC most of the pits had closed.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1997

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES

/PM DESC TEXT//THOMAS & EMERY/MJ & FV/1971/GOWER J/VOL XXI p71-5*

PRN 01784w NAME ROMAN POTTERY FROM RECTORY GARDEN,
LOUGHOR NGR SS57559815 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Roman, Findspot, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Fragments of samian pottery found in the Rectory garden at Loughor

DESCRIPTION Fragments of samian pottery found in the Rectory garden at Loughor (Ling and Ling 1973, 104).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Associated with 00211w, Associated with 05305w

SOURCES
Article Ling, R and Ling, LA 1973 Excavations at Loughor, Glamorgan: The north-east and south-east angles of the

Roman fort

PRN 01935w NAME GWYN FAEN NGR SS57619925 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Post-Medieval, Settlement, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval Settlement entitled 'Gwyn Faen' situated within the community of

Gorseinon. The RCAHMW description is as follows: 'Gwyn-faen is a mid nineteenth-century, two storey house with a
symmetrical facade under a curving canopy with cast-iron open columns' (National Monument Records).

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval Settlement entitled 'Gwyn Faen' situated within the community
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of Gorseinon. The RCAHMW description is as follows: 'Gwyn-faen is a mid nineteenth-century, two storey house with a
symmetrical facade under a curving canopy with cast-iron open columns' (National Monument Records).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES Same as 18908

SOURCES
Archive RCAHMW National Monuments Record

PRN 01985w NAME Findspot, Loughor NGR SS57389818 COMMUNITY Llwchwr
TYPE Roman, Findspot, RANK: 1
SUMMARY The site comprises the location of a findspot where a Roman coin was found, possibly dating to the 4th

century and of the House of Constantine (GGAT Site Record 1982).

DESCRIPTION The site comprises the location of a findspot where a Roman coin was found, possibly dating to the
4th century and of the House of Constantine (GGAT Site Record 1982).

CONDITION
CONDITION: Moved DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED:

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Document Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Site Record (Marginal Land Survey)

PRN 02823.0w NAME LWCHWR GROYNE NGR SS57209983 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Post-Medieval, Groyne, RANK: 1
SUMMARY This site comprises a Post-Medieval Groyne situated within the community of Gorseinon. No further

information is currently available.

DESCRIPTION This site comprises a Post-Medieval Groyne situated within the community of Gorseinon. No further
information is currently available.

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 1997

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES

PRN 05213w NAME FFYNNON GWLANGEL NGR SS57739902 COMMUNITY Gorseinon
TYPE Unknown, Holy well, RANK: 1
SUMMARY Ffynnon Gwylangel on Gwynfaen farm, Llandeilo Talybont parish: 'Gwyl Fihangel' is a suggested

etymology.

DESCRIPTION Ffynnon Gwylangel on Gwynfaen farm, Llandeilo Talybont parish: 'Gwyl Fihangel' is a suggested
etymology (Jones 1954, 182). Evans 2003: GGAT 73 Early-Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project database

CONDITION
CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - RECORDED: 2004

STATUS None recorded 
CROSS REFERENCES - -

SOURCES
Book Jones, F 1954 The Holy wells of Wales GG.9121.JON
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Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

AM - 12.07.17 (09:12) - HTML file produced from GGAT HER, GGAT file number 1711. 
Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust, Heathfield House, Heathfield, Swansea, SA1 6EL. 
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Archaeological data, from the Regional Historic Environment Record, supplied by The Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust in partnership with Local Authorities,
Cadw and the partners of ENDEX GGAT, 2010.
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