
Land at Heol Pentre Bach – Housing Need

This note provides an overview of the demonstrable affordable housing need within Gorseinon, which the site

at Heol Pentre Bach is contained within.

A key objective within the City and County of Swansea’s Local Housing Strategy 2015 - 2020 is to increase the

supply of affordable housing within the county. Within Swansea’s Housing Market Assessment (2015) it

identified the need for 7,400 additional affordable homes to be built across Swansea during the Local

Development Plan (LDP) period however this was said to be an unachievable target. Therefore a revised target

of up to 4,310 affordable homes was set across the 2010-2025 plan period. It has been acknowledged within

the LDP that there is not enough affordable housing allocated through the housing allocations within the pland

and therefore in order to achieve the target above a number of 100% affordable housing sites will need to be

brought forward. The site at Heol Pentre Bach forms an integral part of this strategy with 100% of the homes

on site being affordable. The scheme also supports the current Welsh Government’s target to deliver 20,000

new affordable homes in Wales.

The Local Housing Market Assessment shows affordable housing need at the Strategic Housing Policy Zone

level, and at a Ward level there is an indication of affordable need within the area. Gorseinon falls within the

Greater North West Strategic Housing zone, where the Local Housing Market Assessment shows a need for

affordable housing. There is a need across Swansea for affordable housing across all property types, the

highest need being for social rented accommodation. Within this zone there is a need for 1,2 & 3 bedroom

affordable housing the highest being 2 bedroom housing. At a Ward level indicators also show a need for

affordable housing. Looking at economic activity within the Ward it shows a higher than average unemployed

households and households on Universal Credit, Incapacity & Disability Related Benefit and a higher than

average 65+ retirees. The most common household composition with the Ward is one person other type, with

35-59 being the most common age bracket. Property supply within the locality shows a lower than Swansea

average of 1 & 2 bedroom property types.

The Council has a small number of bungalows in the Gorseinon area therefore using waiting list numbers alone

would not give a complete indicator of need within the area. In January, Housing LIN published a report for

Welsh Government, Assessment of Demand for Specialist Housing & Accommodation for Older People, which

shows that Wales has an increasing older population; within Swansea the population projections show an

increasing over-75 population and a shortfall of housing suitable for older people. This site will help to meet

the demand.

With regard to Coastal Housing Group’s identified demand in the area, when Coastal are contacted by

prospective tenants they are asked by our housing officers in which area do they need to live in. Gorseinon

was the third most sought after area to be housed within Swansea and Neath Port Talbot, with a 195 enquiries

since January 2018, with 88 enquiries for 2 bedroom homes and 26 enquires for 3 bedroom homes.,

demonstrating the need for affordable housing within Gorseinon. Of the whole number of applicants, 16 were

over the age of 55, with older tenants being able to benefit from a scheme of bungalows. The bungalows

would also be well suited for tenants with access issues with 11 separate applications siting that they had



access issues wanting to live in Gorseinon. Of the 195 enquiries made to live in Gorseinon, 96 of these were

made by 1 or 2 adults with one or more children, which demonstrate that this site would be a benefit to

families who also want to live in this area.

Significant dialogue has been undertaken with the Coastal Housing Group Housing Team, with the team in full

support of 19 affordable bungalows in this area. Bungalows are traditionally in great demand however very

low numbers of bungalows are actually developed. This site will go a step in helping to meet that demand.

I trust the information provided above helps to highlight the clear need for the proposed bungalows to be

delivered at the earliest opportunity and hope that the opportunity to provide 19 affordable bungalows in a

highly sought area of affordable homes is not passed up.

Rhianydd Jenkins

Head of Development

Coastal Housing


